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Established in 1995, SAT‑7 today broadcasts in Arabic, Farsi
and Turkish, using the powerful tools of uncensored satellite
television and social media. Through multiple Channels
(SAT‑7 ARABIC, SAT‑7 PLUS, SAT‑7 KIDS, SAT‑7 PARS & SAT‑7
TÜRK) it brings the hope of the Gospel to millions of viewers
in the Middle East and North Africa and seeks to support the
life and witness of the region’s 17 million Christians.

To provide the churches
and Christians of the Middle
East and North Africa an
opportunity to witness to Jesus
Christ through inspirational,
informative and educational
television services.

Front cover: A SAT‑7 presenter, Essam Nagy, met 10 year old Myriam in a refugee camp in Kurdistan, Iraq.
She told her story and asked him to carry her message about forgiveness out to the world. Afterwards the
video clip with Myriam went viral online. Watch the clip here: www.youtube.com/sat7network

LETTER FROM THE CEO

2014 was one of the worst years in living memory for the Middle
East and North Africa.
The Syrian civil war continued unabated; ISIS/ISIL expanded to
create a so-called Islamic State, killing or displacing hundreds of
thousands; There was another bitter war in Gaza; Yemen and Libya
continued to disintegrate along tribal, religious and ethnic lines...
and the list could go on for pages!
For SAT‑7 it was a year of change and some remarkable advances,
including:
SAT‑7 TÜRK was awarded a broadcast licence by the Turkish Radio
and Television Supreme Council (RTÜK) and, just a few hours
before the end of the year, was able to secure a television channel
on the new, government-regulated Türksat 4A satellite. This is first
time that any Christian channel has been allowed onto Türksat.
Beautiful new studios for SAT‑7 in Lebanon were opened in
November by the the Maronite Patriach, Cardinal Raii. This greatly
increases the capacity of the team in Lebanon to produce new
programs for SAT‑7 ARABIC and SAT‑7 KIDS.
SAT‑7 PARS appointed a new Executive Director, Rev Mansour
Khajehpour. He replaced Sara Afshari who left to pursue her
doctorate at the University of Edinburgh after investing a very
significant 12 years building up PARS from a few hours a week of
broadcasting to a full, 24/7 channel.

Top: Dr. Terence Ascott.
Middle: Sign at the new SAT‑7 building in Beirut.
Bottom: From the opening of the new SAT‑7 building, Beirut.
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As we look to 2015, we have agreed some priority goals, including:
• Further improvement of the quality of programming across all
channels, with a special focus on more and better programming
for SAT‑7 TÜRK.
• Development of a new social media strategy aimed initially at
teens, the primary users of social media and the group most
open to change.
• Begin the broadcast of on-air schooling for the millions of
vulnerable Syrian and Iraqi child refugees and internally displaced
people.
• Strengthening of SAT‑7’s organisational capacity through
additional key staff, staff development and improved internal
procedures. (See Pages 26-27 for details on goals)
This Annual Report can only scratch the surface of all the good
things that the Lord is doing across the different offices and
channels but I do pray that you will be encouraged both by reading
it, and through your much appreciated strategic partnership with us.
In His Love,

Dr Terence Ascott,
Founder and CEO, SAT‑7

Top: From the SAT‑7 KIDS program Uncle Mounir’s Scribbles.
Middle: Imad Dabbour (to the left) from the program Forbidden.

SAT‑7 TÜRK CHANNEL UPDATE

HISTORIC BREAKTHROUGH

PRODUCTION ACHIEVEMENTS

As a result of God’s providence,
and following years of hard work,
the SAT‑7 TÜRK channel acquired a
10-year television broadcast license
from the Turkish government on 10
September 2014, enabling it to begin
airing on the popular Türksat satellite.
After three months of negotiations
with different agencies for the lease
of a frequency we signed a contract
with the Power Group on 31
December. Test broadcasts began on
1 January 2015 and a full channel
schedule was launched on 14
February 2015. Now airing its regular
programs 24/7 on Türksat 4A, the
channel has expanded its potential
television audience to more than 50
million people.

SAT‑7 TÜRK produced 325 hours of
new programming during 2014. These
new programs keep viewers engaged
and provide them with a variety of
Christian topics to follow. With the
acquisition of a satellite channel on
Türksat 4A, SAT‑7 TÜRK anticipates
a large growth in its viewership by
appealing to a wider audience with
more programs.

LIVE FROM ISTANBUL
During 2014, SAT‑7 TÜRK began
airing to a limited on-line audience a
Live News program. News programs
are highly popular among Turks,
making the SAT‑7 TÜRK news
broadcast now on satellite important
for attracting new viewers and

shedding a Christian perspective
on current affairs. Introducing Live
programming is essential as these
shows allow the audience to call in
and offer feedback to presenters in
real time.

IN NEED OF MORE STAFF
It is a continuing challenge for SAT‑7
TÜRK to find technical staff, editors,
cameramen, producers, and hosts,
because there are few Christians in
Turkey and it is difficult to find staff
with the right skills. At present there
are 20 full-time staff members with
everyone carrying responsibilities in
several areas.

NETWORK CONFERENCE
There was record attendance at the
SAT-7 annual Network 2014 meeting
for partners and supporters. It was
held in Izmir, Turkey, with over 250
people from 25 countries. After the
meetings, many took part in vision
trips to ancient biblical sites and a
tour of the SAT‑7 TÜRK studio in
Istanbul. Due to the success of the
Network 2014, the conference was
held at the same location in 2015.

Far left: Melih Ekener, Executive Director SAT‑7 TÜRK.
Left: Ilknur Bay Firat, host on SAT‑7 TÜRK.
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SAT‑7 TÜRK PROGRAM NEWS
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Below: On the set of
the new Turk program,
Prophecy Books in the
Holy Bible.

Above: From the program
Nice Talk in Azeri dialect.

LIFE WITHOUT OBSTACLES

AZERI DIALECT PROGRAMS

Rabia Tufan, an influential Christian
woman in social justice and women’s
issues in Turkey, presents the program
Life Without Obstacles on SAT‑7 TÜRK.
Rabia explains one episode which
is about visually disabled people.
“The episode features a gifted blind
artist whose beautiful drawings
will astonish viewers, who would
never dream that someone with his
disability could be an artist,” Rabia
says. “The message is that we all have
disabilities, but that there is hope in
every situation because we have hope
in God.”

In 2014, SAT‑7 TÜRK began airing
programs for the first time in the
Azeri dialect, which is spoken by
26 million people in six countries.
The worship program, sermons and
testimonies are now reaching out
to and touching Azerbaijanis in
their heart language. The program is
hosted by Aygün Camsun.

FOOTNOTES OF HISTORY
Turkey has a rich biblical history. The
Apostle Paul carried out much of his
ministry here and the Seven Churches
of Revelation were also located in
Turkey. Erhan Yesilırmak
¸
and Marc
Madrigal host this series. Together
they uncover the stories of the
Church Fathers and Church history.

PROPHECY BOOKS IN THE
HOLY BIBLE
Christians who want to deepen their
biblical knowledge are tuning into
˘
Prophecy Books in the Holy Bible. Ugur
Saçkesen, a local pastor in Istanbul,
teaches viewers on this subject.

ONE OF US
This progressive series is encouraging
love and acceptance between people
from different backgrounds. One of
Us introduces stories from minority
groups living in Turkey and aims to
build new bridges of friendship. The
series does this by sharing biographies
of people from diverse ethnicities.

SAT‑7 TÜRK VIEWER’S TESTIMONY

“I have been praying secretly like a Christian for twelve years.
I always prayed to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. But I have
never met any Christians at all. Now I watch you and I cannot
believe my eyes. I give praises to God. Please help me to
meet with local Christians.”
A man from Burdur

SAT‑7 TÜRK AUDIENCE RESPONSES BY METHOD 2014
Emails 9%
Facebook
comments 70%
Phone calls 21%

SAT‑7 TÜRK YOUTUBE CLIP VIEWS
2014

2013

87,587
44,659

SAT‑7 TÜRK PEOPLE REACHED
BY FACEBOOK
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SAT‑7 PARS CHANNEL UPDATE

RECOGNIZING SARA AFSHARI
During July 2014, SAT‑7 wished
PARS’ Executive Director Sara Afshari
a warm farewell as she pursued her
doctoral studies full-time at the
University of Edinburgh. CEO Dr.
Terence Ascott said, “Over the past 12
years, she has built up the channel’s
staff, funding, programming and
facilities in a way that no one could
have predicted.”

A NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Meanwhile, the team welcomed
Rev. Mansour Khajehpour as the
new Executive Director. Born in
Mash’had, Iran, Rev. Khajehpour
holds a bachelor’s degree in Business
Administration from Tehran

University, and a Master of Divinity
from Princeton Theological Seminary.
He is joyfully pursuing a life calling
to proclaim the Good News of Christ
among Iranians.

REVITALISING THE AUDIENCE
RELATIONS DEPARTMENT
Re-named the Audience and Public
Relationships (APR) team, SAT‑7
PARS is improving interactions
with viewers and creating ways to
measure the impact of programs.
New staff members have been hired
to work on Social Media Strategy and
Enhancement in 2014-2015. Brother
Parsa has joined the SAT‑7 PARS team
as the APR Manager.

TEACHERS’ CONFERENCE
In October 2014, SAT‑7 PARS hosted
its fourth bi-annual Teachers’
Conference in the UK with over
30 leaders from different Iranian
churches and organisations. The
conference is designed to develop
the biblical and theological strategy
for SAT‑7’s Farsi language channel.
This was also an opportunity for
networking and strengthening
relationships among a community of
Iranian pastors and theologians.

Above: Rev. Mansour
Khajehpour, Executive
Director SAT- PARS.
Left: From the
Teacher’s Conference
in October 2014.
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SAT‑7 PARS VIEWER’S TESTIMONY
“I am now 22 years old and have been addicted to drugs for the past six years. I had
a dream of Jesus Christ and his love for me. A friend gave me a Bible and I began to
read the Gospel of Matthew. It seemed to just be a story of Jesus’ life, not the Word of
God. One day a friend introduced me to SAT‑7 PARS and after watching some of the
programs I realized that my Bible really is God’s Word. I have now put my faith in Jesus
and am praying for Him to help me stop using drugs.”
Mona from Northern Iran

SAT‑7 PARS AUDIENCE RESPONSES BY METHOD 2014
SMS 21%

Facebook
comments 21%

Email 3%
Skype 2%
Twitter 5%
Phone calls 47%

SAT‑7 PARS YOUTUBE
CLIP VIEWS
2014

2013

2012

115,319
48,959
22,502

Other 1%

In 2014 SAT‑7 PARS had
through the different
platforms contact with
31,162 people.

SAT‑7 PARS PEOPLE REACHED
BY FACEBOOK
Thousands
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DARI DIALECT SHOW GOES LIVE

Children’s live programming
increased to two hours per week
last year. The SMILE program for
children aged 3-8 gained a ‘sister’
program called SMILE Magazine
for older children aged 9-13. This
growth serves SAT‑7’s long-term goal
of launching a 24-hour channel for
the Farsi speaking children of Iran,
Afghanistan, and Tajikistan.

Secret of Life, a Dari dialect program
for Afghans, became a weekly live
one-hour program. This live program
encourages more viewers to interact
with show presenters. This is a
welcomed move for a program that
reaches viewers in a country where
believers are isolated and seekers
cannot easily find churches.

DOING MORE FOR WOMEN
SAT‑7 PARS produced many new
women’s programs such as a second
season of Dialogue and True Woman,
and the first season of Experience.
They also produced Fundamentals
of Happiness; a short comic drama
with Rev. Saro Khachikian teaching
Christian family ethics. This work
has allowed the team to make
connections with many talented,
passionate, active and theologically
trained women of God, who will
continue to participate in programs
for women in 2015-2016.

CHANDELIER SEES
SECOND SEASON
The youth program Chandelier was
so popular that a second series of 40
episodes was produced. This program
is a very attractive, influential, and
well-written social impact program.

SHINING A LIGHT ON
PERSECUTION
In December 2014, SAT‑7 PARS
produced a new program titled The
Suffering Church, with Rev. Edward
Hovsepian and Rev. Albert Aslan.
Both pastors have a long history of
leading the persecuted church of Iran.
This program shows God’s presence
and church growth in the midst
of suffering. It is a timely series for
the Middle Eastern Church as the
Christians in the region generally
and Iran in particular face daily
persecution.

SAT‑7 PARS PROGRAM NEWS

MORE LIVE CHILDREN’S SHOWS

Left: Parastoo Poortaheri (left) and Majid Akhavan,
hosts in the children’s live show SMILE Magazine.
Right: Shoaib and Maryam Ebadi, hosts of Secrets
of Life Dari program.
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SAT‑7 KIDS CHANNEL UPDATE

MEETING SPECIAL NEEDS
In February 2014, the SAT‑7
Lebanon studio received a visit from
The Blessed School, whose students
have special needs such as autism,
Down’s syndrome, and learning
disabilities. On 21 March, Mothers’
Day in Lebanon, a SAT‑7 team
visited The Blessed School to film a
performance that the kids put on for
their mothers. SAT‑7 donated and
installed a satellite dish and receiver
so the children can watch SAT‑7
KIDS.

and so this program will potentially
have an impact far beyond the
current conflict zone.
SAT‑7 producers, in partnership
with Heart for Lebanon, began
preparing a curriculum and devising
a strategy to creatively teach Arabic,
English and Mathematics over the
air. Potential presenters (mostly
teachers already working with refugee
children) were given screen tests. “My
School” was birthed, and scheduled to
begin airing early in 2015.

SMALL FAN VISITS SAT‑7 EGYPT
ON-AIR SCHOOL FOR SYRIAN
REFUGEES
In 2014, SAT‑7 KIDS embarked on an
exciting journey – to create a daily
on-air school to help provide a basic
education and bring hope to the
millions of Syrian and Iraqi children
displaced by the current unrest in
their countries. According to UN
figures there are now more than 20
million Arab children not in school

Some of the tiniest SAT‑7 viewers are
also the most devoted. Fares, a threeyear-old Egyptian boy, is a regular
follower of the channel. His parents,
Fady and Marian, are so enthusiastic
about their son’s love for the channel
that they drove more than an hour to
visit the SAT‑7 studio in Cairo. Fady
says watching SAT‑7 KIDS has “been
a way to run away from all the noise
around us.”

#BECAUSEGODISLOVE
SAT‑7 made a campaign on social
media titled #BecauseGodIsLove.
This serves a special purpose as “a
message of love to those who are in
pain, reminding the world that GOD
is LOVE.” The Facebook page has
attracted almost 18,000 likes.

ESSAM MEETS REFUGEES
Essam Nagy, presenter of Why is
That? visited displaced Iraqi children
at a refugee camp in Kurdistan in
December. Essam was struck by
the warm welcome the SAT‑7 crew
received. He said: “The moment we
entered the camp, the kids came
running and took me by the hand
and we sat, talked, prayed, and
laughed.”
He interviewed a number of
youngsters about what they went
through as their community came
under attack by Islamic State
militants. A 10 year old girl, Myriam,
whose family had been forced from
their home, told Essam that she “will
ask God to forgive IS”.
The video clip featuring Myriam
went on to reach millions of people
through social media.

Left: The Fun Farm program.
Right: Essam Nagy, presenter of Why is That?,
together with an Iraqi boy at a refugee camp in
Kurdistan.
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SAT‑7 KIDS VIEWER’S TESTIMONY

“God’s blessing upon you. I would like to thank you for your efforts and may the Lord
bless and reward you... Your programs are so lovable to children. My little daughter
began to understand and draw near the Lord Jesus because of the songs and stories
that she watches through your channel. Many thanks...”
A woman from Syria

SAT‑7 KIDS AUDIENCE RESPONSES BY METHOD 2014

Emails 14%
Facebook
comments 77%

Phone calls 4%
Website messages 3%
YouTube Comments <1%
SMS 1%
Letters <1%

SAT‑7 KIDS YOUTUBE
CLIP VIEWS
2014

2013

2012
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1,274,554
784,189
358,489

In 2014 SAT‑7 KIDS had
through the different
platforms contact with
70,304 people.

SAT‑7 KIDS PEOPLE REACHED
BY FACEBOOK
Millions
5,639,305
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2014

STORIES IN THE SAND
An innovative program on SAT‑7
KIDS tells Bible stories using the
creative talents of Egypt’s first-ever
sand artist. In Stories in the Sand, artist
Michael Romany brings parables
to life by hand-designing sand on
a glass light-box. Producer Mounir
Zakhary and his team have crafted
these parables into short five-minute
episodes to capture the attention of
children.

CHILD’S ON-AIR PRAYER
AN INSPIRATION
Sometimes the most inspiring and
sincere words come from the mouth
of a child. Viewers were touched
in September when a 10-year-old
Egyptian believer named Mario called
the program Why Is That? to pray for
Iraq. Mario’s compassion led him to
call the show and share his burden
for Iraq and its people, who continue
to face daily horrific violence, a poor
economy, and a failing infrastructure.

BIBLE HEROES
Children love heroes and the Bible
has the best! That’s why SAT‑7 KIDS
launched a brand new game show
called Bible Heroes. The one-hour
show airs live from Lebanon each
week for 7 to 14-year-olds. In each
episode, presenters Ayzar from
Aleppo, Syria, and Karen from
Lebanon introduce a story about a
hero in the Bible. Viewers phone in to
answer quiz questions.

FRESH FILMING FOR
BEDTIME STORIES
This past year, SAT‑7 recorded many
new episodes of the children’s program
Bedtime Stories, designed to keep
viewers, both little and grown, engaged
with God’s Word. Bedtime Stories is
one of the longest running and most
popular programs on SAT‑7. Children
from Morocco to Iraq have grown up
watching presenter Rita Elmounayer
teach stories from the Bible.

BEIRUT MALL VISIT
Over Christmas, SAT‑7 KIDS had four
live programs with refugee children,
broadcast from a mall in Beirut. Many
of the kids have suffered greatly this
past year. SAT‑7 KIDS’ staff spent the
day with them, bought them gifts,
and sang with them.

Marianne, host of the
live show, Let’s Sing
Together along with
her young guests.

SAT‑7 KIDS PROGRAM UPDATE

Ayzar (to the left) and
Karen are presenters in
the new game show
called Bible Heroes.

SAT‑7 ARABIC CHANNEL UPDATE

STANDING UP FOR
WOMEN’S RIGHTS
Two short films produced by SAT‑7,
A Dress Film and Braids, drew awards
at the Youssef Chahine Film Festival
in Egypt and the Nouakchott Film
Festival in Mauritania in October
2014. Both films promote women’s
rights and raise awareness of social
challenges they face.

ENCOURAGING DIALOGUE
WITHOUT WALLS
SAT‑7 organized the Dialogue
without Walls film competition in
Egypt for the first time this year,
in collaboration with the Catholic
Cinema Center and the Synod of
the Nile’s Dialogue Council. Two
SAT‑7 productions, A Harmonic Film
and Braids, won 2nd and 3rd prizes
at the festival, which took place in
October 2014.

SOCIAL MEDIA MILESTONES
The SAT‑7 ARABIC YouTube channel
drew 1,005,912 new views during the
month of October. On 1 December,
the channel crossed a new milestone
of 20 million lifetime YouTube views.
In June 2014, the SAT‑7 ARABIC
Facebook® page broke a new record –
the monthly posts exceeded 3 million
views!

MAJOR EVENTS ON
YOUTUBE LIVE
On 2 September, after installing new
high definition (HD) cameras in the
Upper Room Studio in Cairo, the
SAT‑7 ARABIC channel went LIVE in
HD on YouTube for the first time. As
SAT‑7 airs major events, millions of
people who cannot travel to attend
these in person can now enjoy

following them live from home. This
groundbreaking development carries
SAT‑7 programs to any location
with an internet or smart device
connection throughout the world.

CUTTING-EDGE TECHNOLOGY
The challenge of transmitting the
signal from a live event outside
the studio to the uplink site was
traditionally solved by hiring
expensive time on a satellite; The
signal is now sent over the Internet
using the combined signals of several
cell phones. The One Thing Worship
Concert, Count It Right sports festival
and Heal Me concert were just a few
of the mega-events covered in this
way during 2014, saving SAT‑7 tens
of thousands of dollars.

Above: One Thing Worship Concert.
Left: Rita Elmounayer, SAT‑7 Arabic Channels
Executive Director.
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Right: The short film Braids produced by SAT‑7, won
awards at different film festivals in October 2014.

SAT‑7 ARABIC PROGRAM UPDATE
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WARS AND FAITH
SAT‑7 Lebanon produced and aired
Wars and Faith during July 2014,
a series with renowned Presenter
Hiyam Abou Chedid interviewing
Lebanese presidential candidates
concerning matters of personal faith
and their part in Lebanaon’s war
torn history. LBC, a top broadcaster
in Lebanon, was keen to have the
first showing of the program. SAT‑7
Lebanon sold it to them.

A FEAST OF EASTER WORSHIP
SAT‑7 ARABIC celebrated the
resurrection by broadcasting a
variety of Easter worship services
from across the region, beginning
with a special family prayer night
from Kasr El Dobara Evangelical
Church in Cairo. Other broadcasts
included prayers for Easter recorded
at the Christian Unity Church
in Damascus, Syria, an Easter
service from an historical Maronite
Catholic Church in Lebanon and
an Orthodox Easter Mass on the
Saturday of Holy Week.

Right: ‘Jesus tent’ in a refugee
camp, Iraq.

BRIDGES IN THE EGYPT PRESS
The current affairs program Bridges
made headlines in Egypt during 2014.
News sources Veto and Watani (in
English My Country) applauded the
rare footage captured by the Bridges
team in northern Iraq. Newspaper
al-Fagr (in English Dawn) also
published an article complimenting
a Bridges episode that presented
a perspective on AIDS and
homosexuality.

VISITING IRAQI REFUGEES
A film crew including Senior Producer
Sherif Wahba, Programming Manager
George Makeen, and Producer and
Presenter Essam Nagy, travelled to
Irbil to record Christmas programs
under the title “Jesus’s Tent.” Among
their own tents in the camp, refugees
had set up a manger scene in a tent
they dedicated to Jesus. The film crew

recorded interviews with the refugees
as well as some meditations with
different local priests.

CHRISTMAS IN KUWAIT
The We Will Sing program held a
series of four concerts in Kuwait,
celebrating Christmas and New Year.
The concerts were a big success,
with 1,000 attendees. In a proactive
show of good faith, the Evangelical
churches agreed that no meetings
would be held in local churches
during those four days to allow
people to go to the concerts.

YOUTH IN THE HOT SEAT
Produced by VCI and broadcast
by SAT‑7, If is a competition show
attracting young adults. Contestants
are sure to squirm in the “proposition
seat” as Presenter Rhonda Arida, a
well-known Jordanian singer, poses
questions to them. “If your life were
to become a video, would you change
your behavior? If you had a phone
with unlimited calls intended only for
work, would you use it for personal
calls too?” Before the contestant
answers, several friends try to guess
the answer.
Left: The program Bridges got a new
set design in 2014.

SAT‑7 ARABIC VIEWER’S TESTIMONY

“It’s snowing outside, freezing outside… TV is on. All my family members, together
with some neighbors who joined us, are waiting for “My church in Algeria” which will
run in few minutes. Today it’s a special episode for Christmas… Nobody moved until
it finished... We watched the service and at the same time we downloaded it so we can
watch it again later or share it with people.”
A young lady from Algeria

SAT‑7 ARABIC AUDIENCE RESPONSES BY METHOD 2014
Emails 3%
Facebook
comments 75%

Website Messages <1%
Phone calls 3%
WhatsApp 8%
SMS 7%
YouTube comments 4%

SAT‑7 ARABIC YOUTUBE
CLIP VIEWS
2014

2013

2012

8,160,840
6,718,781
5,789,601

In 2014 SAT‑7 ARABIC
had through the different
platforms contact with
79,692 people.

SAT‑7 ARABIC PEOPLE REACHED
BY FACEBOOK
35,828,976
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STUDIOS UPDATE

1

BEIRUT, LEBANON

SAT‑7 International partners and
staff celebrated the opening of a
brand new, multi-studio building for
SAT‑7 Lebanon in November 2014.
The ceremony took place under
the patronage of His Eminence
Cardinal Bechara Boutros Al-Raii,
the Patriarch of the Maronite
Church. Deputies from the Lebanese
Parliament, Government and military
officials, and church leaders from
different denominations were also in
attendance.
SAT‑7 Lebanon was established
in 1996 and was the network’s first
production centre. Initially, the
facility had only 100 square metres
of studio space. The new building,
nearby SAT‑7’s existing rented and
over-crowed facility, has three studio
spaces with a total area of almost
1,000 square metres.

2

CAIRO, EGYPT

Thanks to the generosity of our
donors, SAT‑7 Egypt has acquired a
new OB Van. The office has already
started to use the cameras at the
studio while the outfitting of the
Outside Broadcast (OB) Van is being
finalized. Some of the other new
equipment has also been setup
for use in the Upper Room Studio
during live and pre-recorded program
production. This will enable SAT‑7
Egypt to utilize both its video studios
and go live six times a week, and
eventually to go live 11 times a week.
As soon as the new OB Van is ready,
it will be used for broadcasting both
live programs from various locations
around Egypt and programs from
inside the SAT‑7 studios.
The audio room at the studio
has also undergone a dramatic
renovation, improving both the
space and professional functionality
of the room.

3

ISTANBUL, TURKEY

In 2014 SAT‑7 TÜRK were only
broadcasting online via the Internet.
The team launched its first live show
in this year and made preparations
for the launch of the satellite channel
which took place early in 2015.
SAT‑7 TÜRK bought much-needed
equipment in 2014 including a
generator. The studio still needs
additional equipment including a
media server.

Far left: Cardinal Bechara
Boutros Al-Raii with Rev
Dr Habib Badr at the
Opening Ceremony in
the new Beirut, Lebanon
studio.
Left: From the Studio in
Cairo, Egypt.
Above: Music program in
the SAT‑7 TÜRK studio.
Right: The contol room in
Limassol, Cyprus.
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4

LIMASSOL, CYPRUS

The number of Live shows from
the Limassol studio has increased
from three to four. A new SMILE
MAGAZINE program for older farsispeaking children commenced in
2014. Its five different sets take up
all the available room in the studio
and there is now no more space
available for new program sets in
order to increase weekly production.
New premises are being considered.
Five series of non-live programs
were also produced at the studio
during 2014.
The storage area at the current
building is minimal and both
cabling and control room are in
need of renovation.

5

LONDON, UK

It was decided not to equip the
second, ground floor studio space of
the SAT‑7 PARS London studio for
commercial leasing. It is, however,
planned to equip this for internal use
in 2015.
Live shows were broadcast five
days a week from the London studio
during 2014.

5

LONDON

3

ISTANBUL

1

BEIRUT

LIMASSOL 4
2

CAIRO
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SAT‑7 STAFF

GLOBAL STAFFING
By the end of 2014, SAT‑7 had
178 staff members in ten different
locations. 6 of them were seconded
staff sent from SAT‑7 Partners. 45
percent of the staff were female and
55 percent were male.
The staff came from 22 different
countries: Lebanon, Egypt, Syria,
Iran, Tunisia, Palestine, Turkey, Iraq,
Bulgaria, USA, Denmark, Sweden,
Finland, South Africa, Australia, UK,
Cyprus, France, The Netherlands,
Albania, Ukraine, Uzbekistan.
SAT‑7 also worked with 86
freelancers and volunteers through
2014 in the production of programs
and in specialized positions in the
International Office.
During the year, 26 new people
joined SAT‑7 and 17 people left.
SAT‑7 is always in need of new,
talented staff. It can be people
from the region with specific skills
or on-screen talents or it can be
Westerners with skills that can be
used in the International Office.

Above: SAT-7 TÜRK staff celebrating the launch
of their channel on Türksat 4A satellite.
Left: Staff at Network 2015.

SAT‑7 STAFF IN TEN LOCATIONS
Lebanon Office 26

Turkey Office 21
PARS UK studio 10

Egypt Office 55

USA Office 14
UK Office 12

International Office,
Cyprus 39

Europe Office 1
(South Africa & Canada
Offices Volunteers only)
TOTAL STAFF 178

“I love working for SAT‑7 because it cares for those in and out of Christ;
I love it because it has the power to reach out to men and women, adults and children,
in the MENA, whatever their race and religious background without being offensive
or defensive, this uniting humans around the myriad wonders of Christ.”
Juliana Sfeir, Special Project Manager, Executive Producer
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The Partners of SAT‑7 meet annually
to review progress, policies and
organizational changes, approve
accounts, plans and budgets, and
elect voting representatives to the
SAT‑7 International Council.

OFFICIAL PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS
The Bible Society of Egypt, representing The United Bible Society
Crossings Community Church, USA
The Danish Bible Society, Denmark
Danish European Mission, Denmark
Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Mission (FELM), Finland
Finnish Lutheran Mission (FLM), Finland
Hilfsaktion Maertyrerkirche (HMK), Germany
IBRA Media, Sweden
Icelandic Lutheran Mission, Iceland
InterAct, Sweden
International Ministries of American Baptist Churches, USA
Kasr El Dobara Evangelical Church, Egypt
Life Agape International, France
The Lighthouse Church, Kuwait
Messengers, Finland
Mission Afrika, Denmark
National Evangelical Church in Kuwait, Common Council

If you would like more information
on becoming a SAT‑7 Partner, please
contact us using this email;
mail@sat7.org

Norea Mediemisjon, Norway
Normisjon, Norway
Norwegian Mission Society (NMS), Norway
Paul Mission International, Korea
Pentecostal Assemblies of Switzerland, Switzerland
Saron Church, Sweden
South African Action for World Evangelism (SAAWE), South Africa
Swedish Evangelical Mission (SEM/EFS), Sweden
Trail Christian Fellowship, USA

SAT‑7 PARTNERS

SAT‑7’s Partner organizations
and churches are a vital part
of the ministry and contribute
essential resources to maximize the
effectiveness of the mission. Our
Partners not only assist with much
needed financing, but many also
help provide key staff members,
programming, training, telephone
counseling services as well as other
assets and services essential to the
ministry.

STRATEGIC GOALS

SAT‑7 LONG-TERM STRATEGIC GOALS
TO MAKE THE GOSPEL AVAILABLE TO EVERYONE IN
THE MIDDLE EAST & NORTH AFRICA (MENA),
especially to those who would never otherwise have
the opportunity to hear it, and to
CHILDREN, who are the least reached but most important audience and the

main hope for change in tomorrow’s MENA. There are 150 million children in the
MENA region under the age of 16
WOMEN, who remain generally isolated from the Gospel and whose potential for

influence has always been under-estimated
The ILLITERATE, whose only source of uncensored information is satellite TV
Those in CLOSED HOMES, in closed countries, who may never even

have met a Christian before
TO ENCOURAGE, SUPPORT, AND EMPOWER THE CHURCH
IN ITS LIFE, WORK AND WITNESS FOR CHRIST,
especially in areas of political turmoil and Christian
persecution and to be a catalyst for spiritual renewal,
church growth, discipleship and social change
in the fast changing MENA region.
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SAT‑7 PRIORITY GOALS FOR 2015

1
2

Ramping up the Quality of Programming across all Channels
with a special focus on better and more programming for SAT‑7 TÜRK,
in order to maximise the special new opportunity of broadcasting
on Türksat. Special attention will also be given to issues of program
scheduling and audience relations.
The Development of a new Social Media Strategy that will
go beyond a “TV Everywhere” initiative and be responsive to the
ongoing and fast changing opportunities in this field. Initially, this
strategy will be primarily aimed at teenagers, the group that is the
most open to change and provide the best, if not the only hope for
changing the Middle East of tomorrow.

3

Begin the Broadcast of On-Air Schooling for the literally millions
of child refugees from (and internally displaced children in) Syria
and Iraq. These are kids that are at high risk of being abused,
sold or radicalised and need to be equipped with some
basic educational and life skills, given hope!

4

Strengthen SAT‑7’S Organisational Capacity
to more effectively produce and broadcast well
researched programs with clear communications
goals; Generate needed proposals, budgets,
narrative and financial reports for supporters;
Conduct or commission all forms of needed
research; Recruit, train and keep motivated a
talented and growing SAT‑7 workforce; Provide our
different audiences with an excellent experience
when seeking help or counsel from SAT‑7; and
Effectively oversee our different legal entities and
channels through sound governance.

FINANCES

2014 began positively as we enjoyed
a record setting income in 2013 and
were able to carry a positive balance
of almost $2.2 million into the new
year. Our income for 2014 was over
$14.8 million (including gifts in
kind), which was $300,000 over our
core budget. However, there was a
significant deficit in the funding for
the core budget items (satellite time,
rent, salaries, program production,
etc.) We therefore ended the year with
no reserves. Total expenses topped
$16.2 million (including significant

restricted funding investments in
fixed assets and gifts in kind).
The continued banking crisis in
Cyprus (the location of the SAT‑7
International Office) has made it very
difficult to manage the cash flow and
handle our financial transactions.
We are actively seeking a longer-term
solution, through establishing SAT‑7
International Trust bank accounts
overseas, but this is proving to be a
very lengthy process. Meanwhile,
our support offices are acting as our
“bankers”.

All figures are in
USD and have
been rounded to
simplify the reading
of financial data.
Consolidated financial
statements and
detailed audited
accounts for the
different legal entities
of SAT‑7 are available
on request.

SAT‑7 ANNUAL INCOME 1996 – 2014 (2015 PROJECTED)

Projected income 2015

US dollars millions

$15,600,000
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2014 EXPENSES BY TYPE
Other Operational
Expenses
$1,656,000 (10%)

Programming
& Production
$6,029,000 (37%)

Audience Relations
& Research
$291,000 (2%)

Program
Acquisition
$485,000 (3%)

Marketing &
Communications
$1,216,000 (7%)

Finance & Legal,
HR & Corporate
Governance
$1,421,000 (9%)
Broadcasting & IT
$3,075,000 (19%)

2015 BUDGETED EXPENSES BY TYPE
Other Operational
Expenses
$1,678,000 (11%)

Programming
& Production
$5,580,000 (36%)

Audience Relations
& Research
$339,000 (2%)

Program
Acquisition
$377,000 (2%)

Fundraising
$1,287,000 (8%)

Finance & Legal,
HR & Corporate
Governance
$1,561,000 (10%)

Investments
in Fixed Assets
$753,000 (5%)

Broadcasting & IT
$2,875,000 (18%)

Marketing &
Communications
$1,358,000 (9%)
Fundraising
$1,329,000 (9%)
Investments
in Fixed Assets
$510,000 (3%)

TOTAL EXPENDITURE
$16,213,000

TOTAL EXPENDITURE
$15,607,000

2014 EXPENSES BY CHANNEL

2015 BUDGETED EXPENSES BY CHANNEL

SAT‑7 ARABIC
(2 channels)
$8,008,000 (49%)

SAT‑7 TÜRK
$1,961,000 (12%)

SAT‑7 ARABIC
(2 channels)
$6,444,000 (41%)

SAT‑7 TÜRK
$2,114,000 (14%)

SAT‑7 KIDS
$2,576,000 (16%)
SAT‑7 PARS
$3,668,000 (23%)

SAT‑7 KIDS
$3,262,000 (21%)
SAT‑7 PARS
$3,787,000 (24%)

TOTAL EXPENDITURE
$16,213,000

TOTAL EXPENDITURE
$15,607,000

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL

1

Rev. Dr. Habib Badr
(SAT-7 International Council
Chairman)
Senior Pastor, National Evangelical
Church of Beirut and lecturer in
church history at the Near East
School of Theology

2

Archbishop Paul Sayah

14

15

Rita Elmounayer

Makram Barsoum

17

Venerable Canon
Bill Schwartz, OBE
The Anglican Diocese of Cyprus
& the Gulf

8

18

9

10

19

20

21

Executive Director for SAT‑7 PARS
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Melih Ekener
David Middleton

Rev. Ashton T. Stewart
“Brother Ziya”
(SAT-7 International Council
Secretary)
Turkish academic and writer

22

Dr. Mike Bassous
General Secretary, The Lebanese
Bible Society (Representing The
United Bible Society)

Archbishop Sebouh Sarkissian
Rev. Mansour Khajehpour

David Ezzine

Chair, SAT-7 PARS Board

Armenian Archbishop of Tehran
11

Roy Kemp

Executive Director for SAT‑7 TÜRK
in UK

Tamar Karasu
Executive Secretary, The Bible
Society of Turkey
Chairman of SAT‑7 TÜRK Board

Billy Hellmark

Executive Director for SAT‑7 TÜRK

Irén Frändå
SAT‑7 CFO

Dr. Terence Ascott

SAT‑7 Partners’ representative

Acting Chair, SAT‑7 Canada
7

Rev. Dr. Safwat El Baiady

(SAT-7 International Council
Treasurer)
Chair, SAT-7 Trust in UK

Executive Director for SAT‑7’s
Arabic Channels
6

Rev. Dr. Merhdad Fatehi
Founder and Executive Director,
Pars Theological College

Chair, SAT‑7 Partnership Council
16
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Not pictured:

Chair, SAT‑7 Europe Board

SAT‑7 CEO

Vicar General to the Maronite
Patriarch
5

Rev. Timo Reuhkala

(SAT-7 International Council
Vice-Chairman)
Retiring President of the Protestant
Churches in Egypt and the General
Secretary of the Synod of the Nile

His Grace Bishop Marcos
Coptic Orthodox Bishop for the
Diocese of Shoubra El Kheima in
Cairo, Egypt

4

13

Fr. Dr. Michel Jalakh
General Secretary of the Middle
East Council of Churches (MECC)

3

12

Peter B. Schulze
Chair, SAT‑7 USA Board

“Dr Moez”
Professor of Philosophy, Church
Pastor in a North African country

Archbishop Avak Asadourian
General Secretary, Council of
Christian Church Leaders in Iraq

Caroline Tautz
Vice President of an international
news agency

Metropolitan Gregorios
Yohanna Ibrahim
Metropolitan of Aleppo, Syrian
Orthodox Church

Åslaug Ihle Thingnæs
SAT‑7 Partners Representative
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SAT‑7 International Office
P. O. Box 26760
CY-1647 Nicosia Cyprus
Phone: (357) 22-76 10 50
Fax: (357) 22-76 10 40
mail@sat7.org

Other SAT‑7 ministry offices:
SAT‑7 Europe
Postboks 117 DK-6070
Christiansfeld Denmark
Phone: +45 40 33 66 59
europe@sat7.org
The USA
Canada
The UK
Lebanon
Turkey
Egypt

email: usa@sat7.org
email: canada@sat7.org
email: uk@sat7.org
email: lebanon@sat7.org
email: turkey@sat7.org
email: egypt@sat7.org

Follow SAT‑7 on facebook.com/SAT‑7Network
Watch English video clips on youtube.com/SAT‑7Network

For more information or to
make a donation online go to
www.sat7.org

