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Religious freedom in a
multi-religious world
As the world looks on in horror at the
violent rise of the Islamic State (ISIS), the
recent terrorist attacks in Europe, the
horrific beheadings of Western hostages,
Coptic Christians and others, we have
to ask ourselves, “What is the Christ-like
way for us to respond to such violence
conducted in the name of religion?” As a
leading Christian Broadcaster in the region, these issues are of
special significance to SAT‑7.
In late March, 225 SAT‑7 Partners, Board members and staff will
meet in Turkey for Network 2015, where this year’s theme will
be “Christian Witness in a Multi-religious World”. Here we will
discuss such issues - but not for the first time!
Before SAT‑7 started broadcasting almost 20 years ago, we
recognised that satellite television presented us, for the
first time in history, the opportunity to by-pass all the usual
censorship on the mass media and broadcast whatever we
wanted into millions of homes across the Middle East and
North Africa.
But, did this mean that we should use such freedom to attack
the faith of others? From the beginning, SAT‑7 recognised
that not only would such an aggressive strategy provoke
a new and unwelcome backlash on local “soft target”
Christian communities in the Middle East but it would also be
unproductive!
The power of television to change lives lies is in its ability to
build long-term relationships with audiences, to be “invited”
into closed homes in closed countries day after day, to share
the Good News of the Gospel. Attacking someone else’s
beliefs, in the ways that we have witnessed in the European
press, simply offends people and helps ensure that they never
again tune in to your channel!
Today, we find that we have the largest and most responsive
audiences in the countries with virtually no churches. Why?
Because we are able to offer Hope and Good News...and
are not turning people away from our message by insulting
or belittling what they have believed and held sacred for
generations.

10 YEAR OLD CHILD
FORGIVES ISIS
Mr. Know, presenter of the popular SAT‑7 KIDS
show ‘Why Is That?’ recently visited northern Iraq
to interview refugee children fleeing the terror of
ISIS. While he was there he met an amazing girl,
a 10-year-old named Myriam. Now her powerful
message has gone viral.

M

yriam left many precious
things behind when she
fled Qaraqosh – her home,
her school and her friends. Despite
her great loss and traumatic flight,
Myriam sang a beautiful song about
her joy being made complete in
Christ. Sitting in a refugee camp
many miles from home, she smiled
and sang of her love for God.

God loves ISIS

It was a beautiful and extraordinary
example of childlike faith and
forgiveness. Although she doesn’t
understand why ISIS is persecuting
Christians, “I’m just sad they drove
us out of our homes. Why did they
do that?”, Myriam says that God
loves ISIS, that she forgives them
and asks God to forgive them.
The six minute video clip with
Myriam, was shared on Facebook
and reached more than one million
people in 42 hours. It has now been
watched more than one million
times.

“We should love
people as Jesus
loves them.”

Dr Terence Ascott
SAT‑7 CEO and Founder
Mr Know (in the back) from
the show ‘Why Is That?’
visited Myriam (to the left in
the middle) and her family,
who fled from ISIS.

Myriam called again

A few days later, on February 27th,
‘Why Is That?’ presented an episode
on the topic of reconciliation. Mr.
Know talked about Myriam’s video
and how it encouraged people to
come together and pray. Then,
Myriam called the live show to
speak with Mr. Know. He thanked
Myriam for sharing her heart in the
video and she sang another song
for the audience.

Repair broken relationships

Mr. Know told viewers that
they should repair their broken
relationships with people, even if
the other person is in the wrong. A
guiding verse for the episode was
Matthew 5:23-24:
“Therefore, if you are offering your
gift at the altar and there remember

that your brother or sister has
something against you, leave your gift
there in front of the altar. First go and
be reconciled to them; then come and
offer your gift.” (NIV)

Love people as He loves

Mr. Know encouraged children not
to wait for the person who started
a rift to apologize but to remember
that “We should love people as
Jesus loves them.” He told them
that they are the salt and light of
the world and that “If we don’t
know how to forgive, we can look
to the cross of Jesus Christ.”
Pray that God will intercede in
the lives of the next generation in
the Middle East and North Africa
and watch the video clip on
www.facebook.com/SAT7Network

PROGRAM NEWS

GROWING
UP WITH
SAT‑7

The popular live youth program
‘From Me to You’ has come to an
end. Dedicated viewers have
anxiously awaited the rollout of a
new program in the spring with the
same hosts, titled Kbirna Sawa, ‘We
Grew Together’.

‘We Grew Together’, like ‘Me to You’
is a live magazine-style program,
but features a new set and a new
concept. Lebanese presenters
Jamie, Joyce and Rawad, with Syrian
presenters Nour and Tamar, will
continue to be a Christian witness
as they “grow up” alongside their
viewing audience. Programming
Manager George Makeen says,
“They have this special bond with
viewers. Every time they are on air,
people call to discuss things, pray
and sing together.”
Upcoming episodes will debate
controversial issues, interview
Christians who have made
noteworthy achievements in society
and discuss what is behind the
messages given out by the media,
as well as many other topics.
The team from the popular program ‘From me
to you’ will also be the presenters in the new
show ‘We grew together’.

EASTER PROGRAM FROM
THE NEW LEBANON STUDIOS
SAT‑7’s new Lebanon studios
are now in use with an Easter
program “If Not for the Cross” already
recorded there.
Written and presented by Ayman
Kafrouni, a well known singer and
pastor of the Nazarene Church in

Sed El Baouchrieh, Beirut, the Easter
program combines devotions and
songs with a live band and choir in
each episode. Some of the episodes
also include an interview with a VIP
guest entitled ‘Ask me about Jesus’.
Lebanon’s creative workforce

and religious freedom has made
it an important production centre
for SAT‑7 and after more than 15
years of growth in the country,
the purpose-built studio complex
marks the start of a new era for the
ministry.

NEW LIVE PROGRAM
FOR AFGHANS

‘Secret of Life’, hosted by Pastor Shoaib Ebadi
and his wife, Mariam.

“I needed to find
accommodation. I had a
picture of Jesus in my room
given by one of my Armenian
friends and I started to pray
to Him. I asked Him to provide
me a place. One day, I met a
man and we got to know each
other and he suggested that
we share accommodation.
I am thankful to Jesus who
helped me. I still have the
picture of Jesus in my room
and want to say that Jesus still
does miracles. I hope that one
day in Iran I can announce to
everyone that I am Christian.”

It is dangerous for people in
Afghanistan to phone in to SAT‑7
PARS programs. Viewers could
be imprisoned or even killed for
choosing to follow Christ, but
despite the risk, many do call and
share their testimonies.
“Christianity in Afghanistan is
growing rapidly right now,” says
Executive Director of SAT‑7 PARS
Rev Mansour Khajepour, “and the
need to support the growth and
witness of these new believers is
growing at an equally rapid rate”.
Among the most popular SAT‑7

PARS programs for these viewers are
those that focus on everyday issues
affecting all Afghans and which
are presented in a Persian dialect
spoken by the majority of Afghans
– Dari.
Produced in Canada, the
program ‘Secret of Life’, hosted by
Pastor Shoaib Ebadi and his wife
Mariam, went live in February
on SAT‑7 PARS and focuses on
important topics such as the role
of women in society, family life and
drug addiction problems.

BRIDGES MAKES
HEADLINES IN EGYPT
The SAT‑7 current affairs program
Bridges is making headlines in Egypt
as it captures rare footage in Iraq
and covers taboo issues like AIDS
and homosexuality.
Programming Manager George
Makeen, Executive Producer
Sherif Wahba and their team
have grabbed the attention of
both viewers and the press with
their goal of building bridges
of understanding between
communities in the region.
News sources Veto and Watani (in
English, My Country) have reported

on the recent visit Bridges made
to northern Iraq where presenter
Bassem Maher and the film crew
interviewed refugees driven from
their homes by ISIS.
Newspaper Al-Fagr (in English,
Dawn) has also published an article
about one episode of Bridges that
presented a medical perspective
on AIDS and homosexuality from
doctors and psychologists.
In February Bridges launched a new set with a
large screen to present video and guests from
external locations.

A man from Iran

“I love the program because
it introduces me to the Lord
Jesus and makes me learn the
Word of God. I want him to
enter my heart, mind, and be
in my blood. My request is to
send me some books to know
more about Christ.”
A girl from Egypt watching
‘Bedtime story’
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WITNESS IN A
DIVIDED WORLD

FORBIDDEN TOPICS OPENED
UP FOR DISCUSSION

“Are we about to witness another world war?”
asks SAT‑7 ARABIC Programming Manager,
George Makeen.

Imed Dabbour’s SAT‑7 ARABIC program might be
called “Forbidden”, but he says the purpose of his
show is not exclusion but inclusion and the discussion
of topics that others forbid.

W

e are living in historic
times. Generations to
come will look back on
our days and tell about a time when
churches were emptied of their
indigenous people, when fear and
injustice crushed the weak and
the poor, and when the world was
divided about what should and
could be done.

A gap between West and East

The world today looks divided,
and it seems that the Middle East
is the line that marks the boundary
between the “Christian West” and
the “Islamic East”. Is this division
a destiny? Could it be that we are
about to see these cultures clash and

maybe witness another world war?
Although it would seem that the
media around us and many other
loud influential voices are saying
that this is the only future for the
Middle East, here in SAT‑7 we see
things differently!

Millions of Christians

As Middle Eastern Christians who
serve in this area that sits between
the two clashing worlds, we know
there are millions of Christians in the
region who continue to be a witness
to Jesus Christ. We know too that
there are many more millions here
who, like the majority of SAT‑7
viewers, have another religion and
yet are interested in hearing more

about the Christian faith and to
empathise with the many victims of
war and terrorism.

Celebrate diversity

Just a few days ago, SAT‑7 posted
an interview we had with Myriam,
an Iraqi Christian girl living in Irbil,
who expresses her hopes for a
better future and her forgiveness
to those who forced her out of her
home. This Facebook post reached
more than one million people in
less than 48 hours, with thousands
of comments, mostly from nonChristians, who expressed their
sympathy and support for Myriam.
It is easy to divide the world into
black and white. But as we live in
this region we choose to celebrate
its diversity, the very thing that
fanatics want to wipe out and we
know that nothing can be more
effective than allowing millions
of faithful people to share their
witness with others in a kind and
considerate spirit.

Do right in a difficult time

“It is easy to
divide the
world into black
and white.
But...we choose
to celebrate its
diversity.”
6

While many voices promote war,
or prepare for it through fiery
debates, SAT‑7 continues to
proclaim the truth in that confident
but gentle voice. When it comes
to speaking about the good news
and condemning evil without any
compromise, the greatest example
to follow is probably St Paul, and he
always did so in that same loving
spirit (Titus 3: 1-2, Acts 17: 22-31).
We are living in historic times,
and people will look back to see
what we said and did. My prayer for
the church, for the believers and for
SAT‑7 is to have the wisdom to know
what is right to say and do in such
difficult times, and then the courage
and boldness to say and do it.

W

e talk about the guest.
Christian or non-Christian
we talk about their work
and life. I look to the person as
an image of God. I don’t look at
him as Christian or not.”
Imed Dabbour
explains the
philosophy behind his
program ‘Forbidden’.
He says the show
discusses sensitive social
issues, from a spiritual
perspective, on a range
of topics, including human
trafficking, sexual violence and
adoption.
Despite the controversial
nature of the issues, and the
program looking at them from a
Christian perspective, ‘Forbidden’ is
widely watched across the Middle
East and North Africa.
Dr Dabbour says that’s because
the program also addresses the
wide range of belief systems that
people live by in a region where
at least 80 percent of the audience
do not affirm a Christian faith. It’s a
challenging task in a multi-religious
world.

Building bridges

“At SAT‑7,” Dr Dabbour says, “we
are pioneering, building bridges,
openly gaining respect for the
Christian message.”
“I’m really open, if I invite a guest
and he doesn’t want to talk about
God, that’s fine. I’m not going
to force anything because the
Christian message is love and the
guest is made in the image of God.
If he’s very broken and rejecting it
then that’s his freedom. I respect
people’s freedom.”

Although some of its topics are controversial
in nature, the program, ‘Forbidden’ with the
presenter Imed Dabbour, is widely watched
across the Middle East and North Africa.

Accepting diversity

Dr Dabbour chose Christianity after
growing up in another faith and
has personally experienced the
emotional trauma such a choice
brings with it, but he says that
has helped prepare him for the
traumatic discussions his program
sometimes airs.
“SAT‑7 is already showing love
through accepting diversity. SAT‑7 is
already broadcasting solid teaching,
church services, great songs, kids
programing, telling the story of
Jesus in a very simple format or a
very complex format.”

Unlike in the movies

Many of Dr Dabbour’s guests
on ‘Forbidden’ are movie stars or
renowned academics and the

program allows them to be seen
in a different light to their public
profile.
“I help Arab Christians, who
don’t get the chance to see those
big VIPs on Christian TV, to see
them on SAT‑7 and to speak to
them,” he says.
Whatever the topic or the person
discussing it, Dr Dabbour says the
program’s success in what can be
a difficult multi-religious region, is
made possible by the foundation
that SAT‑7 is built on.
“Share the Gospel, simply,
openly and with love. Love the
people. Speak their language.
Speak God’s language of love.
Practise it and share it openly
without attacking people’s beliefs.
This is what we do on SAT‑7.“

7

CHRISTIAN WITNESS IN A MULI-RELIGIOUS WORLD

FUN,LAUGHTER
AND LEARNING
The world can be a confusing place for any child no matter where they’re
growing up, but for many of SAT‑7 KIDS’ viewers, their multi-religious world is
particularly challenging. We asked some of the SAT‑7 KIDS presenters how they
manage to balance the lessons of the Gospel with entertainment and still being
relevant to children from all backgrounds.
We asked them three questions:

1

How do you make your
program inclusive for
all when many of your
viewers may not be Christian?

2

How do you manage
the balance between
teaching children about
being a witness to the Lord’s
message while also not adding
to pressure they may already
be under in a multi-religious
world?

Marianne Awaraji

Essam Nagy

Presenter ’Let’s Sing Together’

Presenter ’Mr Know’

1

1

If we focus on the love of God and all the good
values taught in the Bible through our songs,
video clips, stories and games, while also sharing from
our personal experiences, that’s enough to draw the
attention of kids to our show.

2

I mostly teach children to witness through their
lives. They have to be a living Bible. To show
others the love of the God we worship is enough to
capture their attention and push them to want to
know more about the reason we are different.

3

The whole Bible could be
summarised in one
word: Love. For me,
God’s love is what
differentiates us
from others who
do not know God
no matter what
their religious
backgrounds are.

8

3

What is the most
important message
you’d like the children
who watch your programs to
receive?

Everyone needs love,
and the core of our
Savior’s message is love.
Aside from all that divides us,
only true love and acceptance
can be the universal message that every human being
is in deep need of and will understand.

2

I consider the term ’pressure’ you mentioned as
a blessing. You can never enjoy the best olive oil
unless the olive is squeezed. We cannot see the fruits
of a tree unless the seed is buried in the soil. So it’s all
about knowing that what our viewers encounter in
their daily life must be viewed in the context that our
lives must be a witness to God’s grace on earth, even if
it is hard.

3

To be Christ-like, and to let the light of truth
that they bear in their young hearts to be seen
and shine on everyone around them. If adults
could see as their children do, our world would be
a better place.

Andrea El Mounayar

Mina Awny

Producer SAT-7 KIDS

Presenter ’With Jesus’

1

1

Jesus is for all. So we
talk a lot about Christian
values and virtues while
also being respectful to our
viewers. We never attack other
religions and never show violence,
but we respect and listen to the voice of the Christian
and the non-Christian child.

2

The best way is to arm them with the Word of God
and pray so that the Holy Spirit will guide each
one of them on their path. What makes SAT‑7 KIDS
different from secular broadcasters is that we follow
up on the spiritual needs of our audience. In our live
shows we give each child the chance to talk about
whatever is on their mind.

3

I’d like them to know that God is love and that
each one of them is important to the Lord. He
knows them by name and is taking care of each of
them no matter what their name is and even if life is
a dark tunnel for them at the moment there is hope.
They are not alone whoever they are, no matter what
their background is and no matter what country they
come from.

We make our
program inclusive
by using visual and
auditory means
that all recognize
and understand. I
think songs, music
and choreography are a
common language that most
viewers can understand.

2

We tell children not to do anything by their own
power or wisdom but as the Bible says, “…by my
Spirit, says the Lord Almighty” (Zech 4:6, NIV). We tell
them you must witness to the Lord in your society, but
first take the power of the witness from the Holy Ghost
who knows your circumstances best, and he is also the
best to teach you the most appropriate way you can
witness in your environment, which could be through
Christian acts and not by words.

3

I would like the children to know that Jesus Christ
loved them so he died for their sake to give every
one of them the gift of eternal life, and they must be
ready for Jesus’ next coming soon.

RESPECT THE DIVERSITY
It’s a fine line the producers
of SAT‑7 KIDS programs have
to constantly tread, to make
entertaining television and
witness about God’s love while
also respecting the diversity of a
multi-religious region.
There is the challenge for SAT‑7
KIDS producers, to generate
programming that captures the
attention of all children in a multireligious world while also helping
them to grow up knowing more
about God’s love.
One female producer of
children’s programs says the
issues and entertainment that
Christian children relate to are
usually relevant to all kids and
that content will be meaningful to
them if they are respected by it.

Content is king

“When it comes to children’s
programs, content is king,” she
says. “That’s a very well known

saying. So what do we say in our
programs at SAT‑7 KIDS? So what
ideas do we communicate and
how do we communicate them?
Is the multi-religious diversity
represented in our programs? We
talk about diversity, we talk about
respecting others, we talk about
persecution and how to deal with
persecution or friendships and
being friends with people who
are different.”

They can’t analyze

The producer says SAT‑7 KIDS
is careful to remember that its
viewers are children and are less
capable of making their own
judgments about the content put
to air.
“They can’t decide for
themselves whether the program
and the teaching is a good idea
or not,” she says, “They can’t
analyze it like an adult, but we
respect their minds as well.

How to be inclusive

“We encourage kids to be a
witness in what they do, how
they live, how to be forgiving
with their friends, how to be
inclusive, how to reject bullying
in any way. Whether it is physical
or mental bullying.”
“Christianity respects others
and don’t try to make any
‘brainwashing’. Even if I disagree
with what you are doing, I still
respect you as a person and don’t
try to push you into something or
look down on you, an adult or a
child.”
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A ‘DREAM
COME TRUE’

Whether it’s a miracle or just the result of a lot of
hard work, the launch of SAT‑7 TÜRK is a dream that
came true for the channel’s chair Tamar Karasu.

W

hen Tamar Karasu talks
about SAT‑7’s latest
channel, SAT‑7 TÜRK,
she uses words such as ‘miracle’,
‘blessing’, ‘enrich’ and ‘amazing’.
Her enthusiasm leaves you in
no doubt as to whether or not the
new channel will be beneficial for
Christians living in Turkey.
Tamar is the executive secretary
of the Bible Society of Turkey and
chair of the SAT‑7 TÜRK board,
which has overseen the long task of
getting the channel to air.

While the process has been
challenging at times, Tamar says it’s
all been worthwhile.
“It’s like a miracle and you
feel that God is with us and he is
blessing us and I feel his blessings
on us,” she says. “It’s amazing.”

A chance to correct
misinformation

Tamar says the Christian population
in Turkey is much reduced from
100 years ago and those still in
the country have had difficulty

“It’s like a miracle and you feel that God is
with us and he is blessing us and I feel his
blessings on us,” says Tamar Karasu, Executive
Secretary of the Bible Society of Turkey and
chair of the SAT‑7 TÜRK board.

explaining who they are and what
they believe to the rest of the
population.
“One century before, the
Christian population was one fourth
of the total population, but the
Christian population today is less
than 100,000 of 75 million Turkish
citizens.
Christianity has been taught
to the people by non-Christians

“For Christians it
will enrich their
spiritual lives and
for non-Christians
it will be a tool for
learning about the
Christian life.”

so there is a lot of misinformation
about Christianity and Christian
beliefs. At the Bible Society we
have been working to change this,
but we have limited resources and
limited connections. However,
TV can reach wider audiences to
express our perspective and this is a
big opportunity for us to say to the
people, ‘This is what we believe’.”
Tamar says that’s in line with
SAT‑7’s philosophy of being
respectful of other faiths. She says
the new channel’s priority is to
enable Christians to celebrate and
develop their faith.

ENTHUSIASTIC AUDIENCE
EMBRACES SAT-7 TÜRK
Özge Talas is holding two phones
and trying to answer both at the
same time.
She’s working frantically to
ensure all calls from an enthusiastic
SAT-7 TÜRK audience are answered.
Judging by the increase in calls
SAT-7 TÜRK is receiving, its recent
launch is proving a great success.
“Before we had around 10 calls
per week,” Özge says, “Now it’s
hundreds every week, and we’re
getting many more e-mails too.”
Audience calls cover a wide
variety of topics and issues,
including those about specific
programs on the channel or from
people asking where they can get a
Bible.

“We usually guide those who ask
for a Bible to churches or specific
communions in their area,” Özge
says. “That way they can also get in
touch with other Christians.”
An example of one call SAT-7
TÜRK has received was from a man
in Burdur.
“I have been praying secretly like
a Christian for 12 years,” the man
said.
“I always prayed to the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit but I have never
met any Christian at all.
“Now I watch you and I can’t
believe my eyes. I give praises to
God. Please help me to meet with
local Christians.”

Sharing the Gospel’s message

“SAT‑7 TÜRK respects other
religions. The only aim is to give the
message of Christianity Tamar says.
“We should not be seen as a threat
by other cultures, denominations or
non-believers. For Christians it will
enrich their spiritual lives and for
non-Christians it will be a tool for
learning about the Christian life.”
It’s that combination of helping
Turkish Christians celebrate and
grow their faith while also sharing
their story with the rest of the
population that warms Tamar’s
heart.
“Turkey is changing and getting
more open to everybody and it was
very good that SAT‑7 was ready
with its programs, team, staff and
support,” she says. “We don’t have
the chance to explain our faith one
by one to 75 million people but
with SAT‑7 TÜRK it will be very easy.
It’s like a dream come true.”

“We are very surprised and
glad to watch SAT‑7 TÜRK on
TV. You are on satellite and it
is awesome.”
A viewer from Antep

“I am watching your channel
from my iPhone. I believe you
are the best channel because
I can learn about God from
your programs. Thank God
that you exist.”

“Thank God for your channel.
I saw Jesus in a dream and
he called me to follow him.
I was scared and I could not
decide which religion was true
to save my soul? Now, I’m
watching your channel and it
gives me peace and stability.
Thank you very much.”
A woman from Azerbaijan

A viewer from Agri
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SAT-7 PARS EXPANDS
CONTACT WITH VIEWERS
The year 2015 is a year of
transformational transition,” says
Mansour Khajehpour, Executive
Director at SAT‑7 PARS.
“Starting 2016, God willing, we
are transitioning into a new reality
for the channel. So 2015 is more
or less paving the road, investing
for the future, starting different
ideas and strategically planning the
expansion of the channel, which
includes both the quality and
quantity of the programs and a new
channel for children,” he says.

A positive message

In all the changes, SAT‑7 PARS’ team
is guided by simple principles.
“We are staying away from
politics and from attacking or
making comments exclusively about
a particular religion or particular
denomination. We do promote
the good news and broadcast
the message of the Bible. Every
single program we have is around
the Bible and it is clear that it is a
Christian message,” says Mansour
Khajehpour.

More resources for counseling

BROADCASTING TO A
WORLD OF ANCIENT
AND VARIED CULTURES
As challenges go, being a good witness of the Gospel in the modern
Persian world is a big one.

S
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AT‑7 PARS provides a vital
platform for Farsi speaking
Christians in the wider Persian
world, in countries such as Iran,
Afghanistan and Tajikistan.
Iran alone has a population of
more than 78 million people, over
60 percent of whom are under
the age of 30, living across more
than one-and-a half-million square
kilometers.
Similarly complex histories
and cultures are also found in its
neighbouring countries, making
this corner of our multi-religious
world among the most difficult for a
Christian broadcaster to service.

However, SAT‑7 PARS aims to
counter such hopelessness with the
good news of Jesus Christ.
Nikoo Ordodary, Programming
Manager of SAT‑7 PARS, says
that one program doing this is
‘Experiences’, a series for adult
women.
“It goes through the emotional
experiences of women and the
challenges they face and gives them
a solution from the Bible or gives
an example of a female Biblical
character who viewers can identify
with in facing certain hardships and
difficulties in their lives,” she says.

Overcoming hopelessness

Nikoo Ordodary says the vast
cultural and religious differences
found through the Farsi-speaking
world are acknowledged on

Desperate conditions for many in
these countries have seen some
turn to drugs or even suicide

Accepting diversity

‘Experiences’, rather than ignored or
criticised.
That respect sees the two hosts,
Nahid and Mozhgan wearing a
range of costumes from tribal
areas throughout Iran during the
programs.
“We wanted these women to
represent all and not just one,”
Nikoo says. “We didn’t want to
sacrifice one for another. We
wanted to represent the entire
country, the entire Farsi speaking
world and this is why they keep
changing their outfits and they take
pride in wearing these clothes.”
“It makes each person watching,
whether they are from the north or
from the south, look at this program
and say, ‘This program is made for me’.”

‘Experiences’ is a women’s program that
addresses the real challenges that women face
in the Farsi-speaking world. The two hosts,
Nahid and Mozhgan, wear a range of different
costumes from different areas in Iran.

All are welcome

The SAT‑7 PARS team, and
specifically the ‘Experiences’
program, is conscious of making all
viewers welcome, no matter what
cultural or religious stream they
belong to.
“It is a very friendly style of talk,
because we want women to feel
comfortable in contacting us, Nikoo
says. “We want them to feel that we
are their friends so that they would
see these women not as presenters
on SAT‑7 who have set material to
come and deliver, but as women
they can relate to, as women they
can befriend, as women they can
confide in and ask for prayer from.”

From this month SAT‑7 PARS is vastly
expanding its audience relations
resources.
“Until the end of last year we
had phone counselors available 11
hours a week,” Mansour says,
“as of March of this year we
are going to have counselors
available 168 hours a week,
that’s 24 hours a day, seven
days a week.
“So any time during the day
or night, when a viewer calls,
there will be a live counselor
answering the phone.”

“Any time during the day or night, if the
viewer calls, there will be a live counselor
answering the phone,” points out Executive
Director Mansour Khajehpour.

All sorts of calls

Mansour says the range of
people and the type of calls
SAT‑7 PARS receives is vast. The
calls are not only from Iran,
Afghanistan and Tajikistan, but
also Europe and the United
States where people watch
using the Internet.
“It can be as simple as
people requesting a prayer.
Some people ask for a copy
of the New Testament or the
Bible. Some people call for
advice, to make a comment,
to get connected with a local
house church. Others call
because of a trauma they are
going through or because
they are on the path to
recovery from addiction. There
are all sorts of different people
calling, for many different
reasons.”
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SAT‑7 KIDS TAKES
UP FRENCH

SAT‑7 REACHES OUT TO IT’S AUDIENCES
THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA

The SAT‑7 KIDS channel has
launched its fun, interactive website
in French!
North Africans, many of whom
speak French as a first language,
have been watching SAT‑7 from the
start when it began broadcasting in
1996.
Audience Relations Supervisor
at SAT‑7 Lebanon, Enaam Haddad,
says the new website opens up an
important line of communication
with those people.

SAT‑7 has been diligently working
for several years to enhance the
ability to track and follow-up
with the audiences that watch it’s
channels.
“We have successfully
implemented some new
technologies that help us
communicate with our everexpanding viewer base. This new
system is being put to good use as
our viewers are interacting with us
more than ever,” says Mette Swartz,
SAT‑7’s Communications Director.
SAT‑7 PARS has seen it’s online
viewership via YouTube double
every year for the last four years.
During 2014, it averaged almost
10,000 views per month. This
same trend holds true for SAT‑7
KIDS, but with significantly higher
viewership of more than 100,000
views per month. SAT‑7 ARABIC is
breaking its own records with it’s
YouTube channel receiving more
than 675,000 views every month in
2014.
In 2014 our SAT‑7 ARABIC and
SAT‑7 KIDS Facebook pages reached

“Our viewers in North Africa are
very important to us. That’s why
having a website dedicated to them
is of great significance,” she says.
Kids can play games, have fun
with artwork, sing songs and watch
video clips. They can also view
program schedules, read daily
devotions and Bible verses, and
take part in quizzes and polls.
A SAT‑7 Audience Relations
team also responds to comments,
messages and emails in French.

KURDS FIND
NEW LIFE
Scattered across Iraq, Syria, Turkey
and Iran, the Kurdish people uphold
a strong ethnic heritage. Soon,
SAT‑7 ARABIC will begin to minister
to them in a short devotional series
called New Life.
Programming Manager George
Makeen emphasises “They are a
huge group of people. Some of
them speak Arabic, but what speaks
to their heart more is their mother
tongue, Kurdish. They have been
persecuted for years…so we want to
show we care about them.”
Host Nihad will wear traditional
Kurdish dress as he presents
Christian music and teachings in
10-minute episodes. New Life will
begin airing this spring.

A MOVE FOR THE
INTERNATIONAL OFFICE
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After almost 20 years in the same
building in Nicosia, Cyprus, it has
been decided to move to a location
outside of downtown Nicosia. There
are about 40 employees from 16
different nations working in the
International Office.
“Our current office is in a very
old building. The owner wants to
renovate and the rent will probably

become more expensive. At the
same time we need more space to
be prepared for the future,” says
Chief Financial Officer Irén Frändå.
The move will take place at the end
of April.
The new building for the
International Office in Cyprus,
where SAT-7 will rent two floors.

almost 40 million people, a huge
increase from the 1.3 million people
reached just four years ago. These
same two channels received about
60,000 comments on Facebook
alone.
“SAT‑7 continues to be very
successful in communicating with
our audience via many traditional
methods such as e-mail, SMS,
phone calls and web forms.” says
Mette Swartz, “However, the
trends are clearly showing that
many people prefer to reach out
via social media such as WhatsApp,
Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, ooVoo
or Skype. We have resolved to use
any resource in our power to stay
connected with our audience who
need us now more than ever in this
volatile region.”
You can find video clips with
English subtitles on www.youtube.
com/SAT7Network
And you can follow SAT‑7 in
English on www.facebook.com/
SAT7Network

675,000
SAT‑7 ARABIC
YouTube views
per month in 2014

40 million
People reached by
SAT‑7 ARABIC and KIDS
Facebook pages in 2014

60,000

Comments on
SAT‑7 ARABIC and SAT‑7 KIDS
Facebook pages in 2014

SAT-7 KIDS Viewer Response

“My daughters love SAT-7
KIDS so much and it has
become an essential part
of their lives. They learn so
many things, to the extent
that my three-years-old
daughter teaches her sister the
songs and then they dance
together. As a mother, I would
like to thank you for teaching
our children to love Jesus and
each other as well helping to
develop good character in
their lives.”
Mother from Egypt
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SAT‑7 TAKES
SCHOOL ON-AIR
The conflict in Syria has led to suffering for many
thousands of children. For these kids the fact that
their education has been disrupted is a big issue,
but now they can start learning again – through
watching SAT‑7 KIDS.

T

he new project, ‘My School’
is an on-air-school that
will enable many of the 3+
million displaced Syrian and Iraqi
children to keep up with their
education through watching
television. Starting in March, SAT‑7
is broadcasting a pilot program that
will teach young viewers the core
subjects of Maths, Arabic (their
mother tongue) and English. It will
broadcast for 90 minutes a day,
Monday to Friday on the SAT‑7 KIDS
channel.
“It’s a great privilege we have

International Office
SAT‑7, P.O. Box 26760, CY-1647 Nicosia, Cyprus
Phone: (357) 22 76 10 50
E-mail: Mail@sat7.org
European Office
P.O. Box 117, DK-6070 Christiansfeld, Denmark
Phone: (45) 40 33 66 59
E-mail: Europe@sat7.org

today at SAT‑7 KIDS, helping
thousands of displaced children
by giving them the opportunity
to learn.” says Rita Elmounayer,
Executive Director at SAT‑7 KIDS
and SAT‑7 ARABIC.
Education is a desperate need
for displaced and refugee children
in the Middle East, as opportunities
for schooling are often scarce.
But many of these children, even
those in refugee camps, are still
able to watch SAT‑7 KIDS because
they have satellite TV. The channel
therefore has a unique opportunity
Other Offices
USA
Canada
UK
Lebanon
Egypt
Turkey
South Africa

SAT‑7 ARABIC Nilesat (E7WA) at 7° West, 11.355 GHz Vertical; Middle East & North Africa
SAT‑7 KIDS Nilesat (E7WA) at 7° West, 11.355 GHz Vertical; Middle East & North Africa
SAT‑7 PARS Eutelsat Hot Bird 13B at 13° East, Txp 122, 10.949 GHz Vertical
SAT‑7 TÜRK Turksat 4A at 42° East, 11.824 GHz Vertical; Turkey, Europe & Central Asia
SAT‑7 PLUS Eutelsat Hot Bird 8 at 13° East, 12.380 GHz Vertical; Middle East, North Africa & Europe

SAT7Network

@SAT7Network

to enable these youngsters to keep
learning.
“What a great blessing to take
the lead in a project like this,
proving more and more that SAT‑7’s
holistic programming is meeting
a wide spectrum of needs. In
providing education to this lost
generation of refugees from Syria
and Iraq, we are investing not just in
their future but in the future of the
Arab World,” says Rita Elmounayer.
Channel Websites:

usa@sat7.org
canada@sat7.org
uk@sat7.org
lebanon@sat7.org
egypt@sat7.org
turkey@sat7.org
southafrica@sat7.org

Watching SAT‑7 via satellite

SAT7Network

Grace Najjar is English
teacher in ‘My School’.

ARABIC
KIDS
TÜRK
PARS
PLUS

www.sat7.com
www.sat7kids.com
www.sat7turk.com
www.sat7pars.com
www.sat7.com

For information on how to support
SAT‑7, please go to:
www.sat7.org/giving
SAT‑7 International Website:
www.sat7.org

CHRISTIAN SATELLITE TV
BY & FOR THE PEOPLE
OF THE MIDDLE EAST
& NORTH AFRICA

