




“Ten years ago through satellite Christian 
channels, my husband, my son and 
daughter and I became Christians. When 
we moved to another city five years ago, 
we tried to go to church. However, they 
were not very welcoming but we still kept 
our faith and have been faithful to God.” 

A viewer from Tehran
“I would like to thank you for your 
programmes especially the one about 
forgiveness. I have a daughter who is 
married, but she is very aggressive and  
cut her relationship with me about a year 
ago. She has been very rude to me and 
now she does not speak to me at all.  
I feel very sad about this and after 
watching your programme, I decided to 
take a step. Please pray for me and advise 
me how can I start a healthy and new  
relationship with her.” 

A mother from Iran

ALGERIA
LIBYA

TUNSIA

EGYPT SAUDI ARABIA

JORDAN

PALESTINE
LEBANON

SYRIA

IRAQ IRAN AFGHANISTAN

KUWAIT

BHARAIN
QUATAR

UAE

OMAN

YEMEN

SUDAN

TURKEY

CYPRUS

Although Christianity is officially recognised in Iran and the constitution  
 grants freedom of religion, the reality for many Christians is one of 

opposition, discrimination and detainment. Although officially less than 1% of 
Iranians are Christians there is an underground movement of cell churches, but 
the risks involved in being a Christian have never been greater.

For many Iranians, the SAT-7 PARS channel, broadcasting in Farsi and Dari, is their only 
source of teaching, fellowship and encouragement. One isolated believer wrote “Your 
programmes are my church and my pastor.” 

Despite the dangers, viewers frequently contact us with moving stories of how they 
are boldly living Godly lives, like this one from a family with a special story to tell.

“I would like to thank you for your children’s programmes as they help our children to 
know Jesus. I have an adopted daughter who is two-and-a-half years old and her name is 
Sara. Sara was born in a prison in my city as her mother is in prison due to drug addiction 
and will be there for another 13 years. Sara’s father is unknown and therefore Sara still 
does not have a birth certificate. We adopted her six months ago. She watches your 
children's programmes every day and she knows all the songs by heart.”

A young man emailed us saying “It is now a few 
months since I became a Christian. I have been 
watching your programmes all this time. I sent you a 
text message a few months ago and I got a warning 
message from the government saying ‘contacting any 
Farsi TV channels outside the country is a crime; if 
you continue you will be prosecuted,’ so I was scared 
to contact you again. I am lonely in my faith. I don’t 
know what to do. I will always be grateful to you 
and your wonderful work.”

“YOUR PROGRAMMES ARE MY 
CHURCH AND MY PASTOR”

A T L A S  O F  C H A N G E D  L I V E S

IRAN

Right: Filming an episode of the popular and fun programme Garden of Gardooneh which 
teaches children about the Bible using drama, puppets and dance
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“I am from Iraq and due to the 
circumstances that we have every day, we 
cannot go out very much. SAT-7 is the only 
source for our spiritual growth. I very much 
like the Christian songs because they are a 
source of joy and hope in the midst of the 
hardship we face.” 

 A female viewer

“Dear SAT-7. I am very sad after losing my 
father this year in one of the explosions. 
But the Lord spoke to me and the Holy 
Spirit encouraged me through your great 
programmes.” 

A woman from Iraq

Under Saddam Hussein it was illegal to own a satellite dish. Anyone caught  
 with one could be sent to prison for six months. Today Iraqis can purchase 

satellite dishes, and many are for sale on the streets. 

Since the second Gulf War in 2003, Iraqi Christians have some new freedoms, but these 
freedoms come at a significant cost. Churches have been bombed, church leaders are 
singled out for attack, and hundreds of thousands of Christians have fled Iraq for more 
secure countries. For those who remain, satellite TV provides a key resource. 

An Iraqi church leader said, “There are many needs in Iraq for Christian materials. Most 
of the non-Christians don’t know what we believe. They heard from others that the 
Christians don’t believe in one God, that we have three Gods. And when we want to 
give them something of our faith, we cannot find it. So having a Christian TV 
channel is very good.” Incredible, an independent survey* 
found that 1 in 3 homes in Iraq watch SAT-7!

April 2012 witnessed a momentous occasion as SAT-7 
aired its first-ever live broadcast from Erbil, Iraq. Executive 
Director Rita El Mounayer co-hosted the programme with 
Jamie, Joyce and Rawad from the popular teen programme, 
From Me to You. The event featured a live studio audience 
who shared moving testimonies.

One man, whose brother was killed along with 51 others 
when terrorists attacked their church, told how none of 
those in the church denied their faith in Christ, even under 
threat of death. 

A viewer in Kirkuk was so moved by the programme that 
he called to tell the presenters over the air, “I want to thank 
you all for your presence in Iraq. This is a huge 
encouragement to us, the church in Iraq, that our brothers 
from Lebanon are coming into our midst. The same God 
that you worship is the God that we worship in Iraq.”

*InterMedia 2011

4 A T L A S  O F  C H A N G E D  L I V E S

IRAQ
“HAVING A CHRISTIAN TV 
CHANNEL IS VERY GOOD”

“There is one station - SAT-7 - that is  
not only appropriate but is totally 
understood by all our people of any  
faith in the region.” 

Canon Andrew White, ‘Vicar of Baghdad’

Above: SAT-7’s first live broadcast from Iraq
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“I cannot forget that the first time I heard 
‘Come to me all you who have heavy  
loads and I will give you rest’ was through 
SAT-7’s programmes. Since then I have 
given my life to Christ and become a  
child of God.” 

 A viewer from Turkey

“There just isn't anything like this on any 
of the other channels we can get here.  
The programmes provide such a wonderful 
opportunity for me to explain to my 
children what we believe as Christians  
in ways they understand. …it really is a 
precious thing to me to have this channel.” 

A mother in Turkey

“I found the truth about Jesus Christ 
through your channel and it gives me 
peace. I can see that Jesus Christ is our 
Saviour and thanks to you I have been 
connected to the goodness of God. I have 
found everything that I was looking for in 
the 35 years of my life.” 

A Turkish viewer

“I came across your channel and  
watched the teaching programme ‘Face  
to Face’. My perspective on Christianity 
has changed. Thank you for providing  
this channel!” 

A man from eastern Turkey

YEMEN

SUDAN

Biblical sites are scattered throughout the land of modern-day Turkey. It is  
 where the Apostle Paul was born in Tarsus, where the seven churches in 

Revelation were situated, and where Noah’s ark landed on Mt Ararat. Tragically, 
over time, the Turkish Christian community has dwindled to less than 1% of 
the population. 

This tiny community faces obstacles and restrictions in living out its faith, but despite this 
many Christian Turks have taken the bold step of telling their stories on SAT-7 TÜRK’s 
programme 180 Degrees with Christ. One man who shared his testimony had been 
threatened after embracing Christ.  However, this did not hinder him from courageously 
speaking of Christ on camera.

Muhsin did not come from a Christian background but enjoys watching SAT-7 TÜRK. 
By watching on the internet he told us how he is learning more about God in the 
comfort and privacy of his home. He wrote to SAT-7, saying, “I believe that I can find God 
through your broadcasts…The truth about Jesus Christ, which I found in your channel, 
gives me peace...I see that Jesus Christ is our Saviour.” 

News programmes are highly popular with Turkish television viewers like Miriam, a 
Christian from Istanbul. After watching the SAT-7 TÜRK news programmes online she 

wrote, “I have just seen your website. I’m so happy to 
find it because I hadn’t heard about this news and 
broadcast channel before. I’d like to say that I’ll be 
following it.”

Many Turks come to Christ after seeing evidence 
of his love. One man said, “I saw love in the hearts  
of those who belong to Christ.” Another woman 
praised God’s goodness: “God loves without 
exception.  He asks for nothing. The call for 
repentance filled my heart that night  
and I started to cry.”

5A T L A S  O F  C H A N G E D  L I V E S

TURKEY
TURKISH CHRISTIANS  
SHARE THEIR STORIES



 

“My life has totally changed since I  
started watching SAT-7’s programmes, 
which opened my eyes to God’s love and 
motivated me to have a personal 
relationship with the Lord Jesus. Many 
were wondering about the power that 
changed my life.”

A woman from Jordan

“I am a committed viewer of SAT-7’s 
programmes. Whenever I watch them I 
sense powerful, pure and strange feelings 
that I never experienced before. SAT-7 
draws me closer to Jesus  
and has a great impact on my spiritual 
life. I love Jesus and I know for sure that  
He is the truth.” 

A man from Jordan
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Aziz, tired and discouraged, sat in front of his TV flipping the channels. His 
 life seemed to have no meaning and was held together by working at his 

shop, drinking and using drugs - punctuated by anger. Suddenly, a cross 
flashed on the screen catching his eye. It was on the SAT-7 ARABIC channel. 
Aziz stopped and listened. Seeming to look directly at Aziz, a man told of how 
his life had been full of drinking alcohol, doing drugs and spewing anger until 
he heard of the death and resurrection of Jesus, who loved him. Jesus had 

changed his life!  

Anxious to hear more, Aziz grabbed a paper and pencil and wrote 
down the phone numbers that were moving across the bottom of 

the screen. He called the SAT-7 headquarters in Cyprus. The 
contact gave Aziz the name of a church in his city. Aziz went 
there and found the Lord, new friends and fellowship as he 
began to grow in his faith.  Aziz’s family noticed the change in 
his life - no more alcohol, drugs or anger - and did not turn him 
away because of his faith, but many of his customers stopped 

frequenting his shop because he is a believer. Business has suffered, 
but he is known as “The Singing Shopkeeper”, and when Aziz sings 

songs about his Saviour, all the 
neighbouring businesses hear him! 

Aziz is now part of a worship 
team and leads Bible studies. 

Is this dangerous? Yes. He is 
never sure when someone 
may get angry at him for 
telling them about the 
Lord, but he says,  
“I must try.” 
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“I want to thank you for everything 
you air. I learn a lot from your 
programmes. You are becoming 
like my family... God bless you." 

A man from Jordan

6 THE SINGING  
SHOPKEEPER

A T L A S  O F  C H A N G E D  L I V E S

JORDAN
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Walid said the first time he learned of Jesus “I immediately left everything 
and confessed my sins. Right away, I felt something within my heart—

peace and joy beyond words.” When Walid fell ill with cancer, the doctors told 
him they would have to remove part of his colon, but he learned through 
SAT-7 that God heals. He asked his pastor and members of his church to pray 
for him and he was made well! 

At that time Walid, who worked as a cable TV installer, made a promise to God:  
“I promised that because SAT-7 had encouraged me to experience faith in the 
One who heals, I would use the channel as my message to others, that they—just 
like me—can experience the salvation of Christ.”

From then onwards Walid used his own money to include SAT-7 as one of the channels 
at every home where he installed cable TV! 

One night, after praying for a non-Christian friend, Walid felt very weak and under 
spiritual attack, but he felt God telling him to open his Bible. While reading, God gave 
him a vision of the SAT-7 logo and told him, “What you have done 
using SAT-7 to reach others, is all for the One who saved you.” 

Walid said, “I love SAT-7 and it brings me joy as I watch it regularly. 
I promote it among people I know so that they will also be able to 
enjoy its programmes that, I know, will strengthen their faith and help 
them to grow more and more in their knowledge of Jesus Christ.” 

Sadly, cancer eventually returned and Walid passed away. He was 
very respected and loved by the SAT-7 team in Lebanon. Enaam 
Haddad from our Lebanon Office says, “Even in the last stage of 
his disease he was still promoting SAT-7 and paying from his 
own money to install the channel in homes. He was a great 
person with a wonderful heart.”

7A T L A S  O F  C H A N G E D  L I V E S

LEBANON
TV INSTALLER MADE  
A PROMISE TO GOD

“In the midst of this huge number of TV 
satellite channels, people are confused 
about what to watch. Praise God for 
SAT-7, which is like a star that shines in 
the midst of darkness and guides people  
to where they can find true love, peace, 
and joy.” 

A young woman from Lebanon

“Thank you for reflecting the love, 
consolation, and compassion that are in 
Jesus Christ. I am honoured to be in touch 
with you. SAT-7’s programmes are the 
spiritual food that I always need, especially 
in times of crisis. I am impressed with the 
way you handled my letter, which is a 
clear evidence of the dwelling of the Spirit 
of God in you.” 

A woman from Lebanon

“We need SAT-7’s ministry today more 
than ever before to help us overcome the 
obstacles that we face on our faith-journey 
and also to shed light on what the Bible 
has to say about issues like cloning and 
globalisation.”

A woman from Lebanon
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increased harassment and persecution of Christians has forced many  

to leave the country. 

Nour Botros is the Syrian presenter of From Me To You, a programme made in Beirut and 
aired on SAT-7 ARABIC, one of several programmes designed to encourage believers who 
remain in Syria and refugees in the neighbouring countries.

Most of the feedback from viewers has come from the most severely affected cities - 
Aleppo, Homs and Damascus, the capital. This was a surprise to Nour who says, “We 

didn’t expect people to watch us in cities 
like Homs and Aleppo. They only have four 
hours of electricity a day. When you know 
there are small groups who only have a 
generator to power a TV, and watch you, 
that’s something very special. They’re 
making that effort to watch you under the 
wire and with many dangers.” 

Although he lives in Lebanon, Nour 
makes trips back to his Syrian homeland 
whenever he can to encourage believers. 

“I met a Christian woman who lost her 
son who was serving in the army,” he says. 
“When you face a situation like that you 
don’t know what to say, but I see her 
going to the church and putting her 
sadness in God’s hands. I see the church 
caring for her. Every time I talk with her she 
is telling me things like ‘I trust he is in a 
better place’ and ‘It’s hard for me as a 
mother but I know God is good’.” 

Below: SAT-7 interviews Syrian refugees in Lebanon
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"May God bless you all, from glory to 
glory. We ask Jesus to extend His hand, as 
nothing is too difficult for Him. We pray to 
God that He would give comfort to victims’ 
families in Aleppo and all of Syria. And we 
pray in the name of the Lord Jesus that He 
would stop this storm.” 

A Syrian viewer

“I'm a military man in a heated region. 
Thank God because he saved me from 
death a number of times. I need your 
prayers for protection.” 

A viewer from Syria

“Your programmes are so loveable for 
children. My little daughter has begun to 
understand and draw near the Lord Jesus 
because of the songs and stories that she 
watches on your channel. Many thanks.” 

A mother from Syria

A T L A S  O F  C H A N G E D  L I V E S

SYRIA
ENCOURAGEMENT  
IN THE MIDST OF WAR
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Afghanistan has suffered much upheaval and violence over the last two 
 decades. Women in particular have found themselves restricted and 

discriminated against. Domestic violence is common with little access to 
counselling or legal aid. 

Viewers in Afghanistan have been able to watch SAT-7 PARS Farsi language programmes 
for years, but these have been aimed at a mainly Iranian audience. In response to many 
requests from Afghan viewers, SAT-7 PARS has also begun broadcasting in Dari, a dialect 
of Farsi that is spoken by 50% of the population. The Dari language programme entitled 
Secret of Life focusses on family life and practical issues that affect all Afghans. Issues like 
how to raise children, building healthy married relationships, the role of women in 
society, and the problem of drugs and addiction are all tackled sensitively 
and from a clear Christian perspective. 

Being a believer in Afghanistan usually means 
being ostracised by family and community, and 
can result in violence or even death. One 
viewer wrote: “I accepted Jesus and am now 
a disciple but I have a big problem with my 
family. They don't agree with my new faith 
and said they will never accept me as a 
member of the family and never let me 
continue to live in Afghanistan. I am  
in a really difficult situation and  
I need to make my decision.  
I need your help.”

While Afghanistan has many  
TV channels in the Dari language,  
SAT-7 is the only one offering a 
Christian perspective on their world 
and the Good News of Christ. 

9

“Hello my dear friends, I would really like 
to come to Christ but in Afghanistan the 
situation is very difficult and I do not know 
what to do. Please pray for me.” 

N from Afghanistan

“I am a believer and would like to get a 
Bible. I watch your Dari programmes and I 
like them. I watch the programmes with 
my brother." 

 H from Afghanistan

A CLEAR CHRISTIAN 
PERSPECTIVE

A T L A S  O F  C H A N G E D  L I V E S

AFGHANISTAN
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CYPRUS Please send me a Scripture verse on my phone every day,” the man from 
Saudi Arabia said. “I can’t get Bible verses any other way, except through 

your programmes.” The counsellor gladly helped fulfil his wish. Each morning 
she dutifully, and painstakingly, typed a Scripture verse into her mobile phone 
and sent it on to the eagerly waiting viewer. Eventually he was able to get hold 
of a Bible.

A woman in another part of the Arabian Peninsula contacted SAT-7 to say that the
Scripture verses that air at the beginning of every SAT-7 programme were ministering  
to her soul. One night she had a dream. In the dream Jesus appeared to her and told her 
to talk to her brother about Him. The brother also had a dream where Jesus appeared to 
him. In his dream, Jesus said his sister was coming to deliver a special message. The sister 
visited her brother and they both dedicated their lives to Christ. They are now 
determined to knowing more about Jesus.

SAT-7 is committed to airing the Word of God and letting the Holy Spirit speak to 
people through Scripture. And He is.

Many hundreds of Christians from Middle Eastern countries like Egypt and Jordan have 
emigrated to Gulf countries to take better jobs than they 
can get in their home nations. These Christians are often 
lonely and discouraged. SAT-7’s programmes are bringing 
them words of hope. 

Because the network is sensitive to the political and 
cultural issues of the region, people who know little about 
the faith feel they can watch SAT-7 without being 
offended. In Saudi Arabia for example, according to an 
independent survey*, 1 in 4 homes watch SAT-7! As they 
learn more about what Christians truly believe, long-held 
negative stereotypes about Christianity are challenged and 
bridges of understanding are built between different 
religious communities.

*InterMedia 2011
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“SAT-7 is the first tool that made it 
possible for me to hear about Jesus. I 
watch your programmes quite regularly 
and they impress me very much. I became 
an admirer of your channel and of 
Christianity. I am eager to know more 
about the Lord Jesus.”

A man from Kuwait

“I live in an area where I am totally cut off 
from any kind of Christian fellowship, 
teaching and guidance. Praise God I found 
out about SAT-7, which provides me with 
what I am missing. I trust this channel to 
the extent that I am not ashamed of 
sharing my personal problems, weaknesses 
and desires in order to get godly guidance. 
God bless you.”

A man from Kuwait

“I want to know the truth. I love Jesus very 
much. I recorded the Jesus movie and I 
watch it over and over. I saw in a dream a 
snake that wanted to bite me, but a man 
(Jesus) appeared and killed that snake.”

A man from Bahrain

I watch SAT-7 programmes, which are 
creative, rich in Christian values, and 
comforting to my soul. I am thrilled to 
know more about Christianity. I have a 
Christian Lebanese friend who drew my 
attention to Christianity through his gentle 
character. Please keep in touch with me.”

A man from Saudi Arabia

A T L A S  O F  C H A N G E D  L I V E S

ARABIAN 
PENINSULA

ANSWERING QUESTIONS,  
BUILDING BRIDGES

“
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“God bless everything that you are doing 
for the children all over the world. I 
appreciate everything that you do. I’m 
writing to you to ask for the story and the 
CD free gift for my younger brother for his 
birthday :)”

An Arab viewer of SAT-7 KIDS

“I want to report to you that some of our 
people are watching SAT-7 and are being 
helped a lot by the teachings. This is a 
great blessing for us to be able to enter a 
home where there is already a witness or 
there is now at least a consideration of 
Christ.”

A viewer from the Palestinian areas

"I would like to thank you for the 
wonderful programmes. I am a big fan. 
Please pray for my father, he is in a lot of 
pain and I believe that God can heal him. 
Thank you.” 

A viewer from the Holy Land

WHERE JESUS WAS A CHILD
A T L A S  O F  C H A N G E D  L I V E S

THE HOLY 
LAND

When it comes to TV time in homes across the world, parents can have 
weighty decisions to make about what shows will influence their 

children. Across the Middle East and North Africa Christian parents face the 
same challenge. Maya is the mother of three little girls living in the biblical 
town of Nazareth – Jesus’ childhood home. She and her husband, Nader, 

know exactly which channel they can trust to pass on the values they believe 

in to their daughters – SAT-7 KIDS. 

“The girls are big fans of SAT-7 KIDS. In fact, when it is on, you can change the channel to 
nothing else!” Maya says that the children love spending hours watching sing-alongs, 
game shows, bedtime stories, and other entertaining and educational shows in Arabic on 
SAT-7 KIDS. More importantly, Maya and Nader can see how the channel impacts the 
girls’ daily lives as they learn about Jesus. She explains: “We see more and more - me and 
my husband - how this channel and programming impacts their spiritual life in a way by 
hearing them praying every day - how they pray, what words they use. We’re amazed 
[by] how much they learn from this channel. We just love it. Thank you.” 
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Hakim (22) describes himself as a “sinner, guilty of every kind of sin you can  
 think of, like - drugs, adultery, stealing”. But when he was facing “a very 

big problem” at work, he happened to hear someone playing a Christian song.

“When I heard it,” he says, “I felt maybe this problem is happening because I am far from 
God”. On Facebook Hakim found SAT-7 and posted a message: “I am a sinner and I 
am trying to return to God but I don’t know how.” 

A SAT-7 counsellor soon replied: “Dear Hakim, we welcome you. Trust that Jesus loves 
you so much. We would like to encourage you to lift your heart to him and simply pray 
because He listens to you.” 

Next, Hakim shared his story with the counsellor on the phone. His voice was full of 
joy and it was clear that something significant had happened.

He explained, “When I got your reply it was very encouraging to me especially the 
words ‘whoever comes to me I will never drive away’. I felt that God heard me so I 

repented and I asked God to come 
into my heart and life. I accepted Jesus 
after your message. The problem is I 
work in a bazaar store and all kinds of 
sin and temptation are available, I am 
willing to leave my work if it’s 
going to make me leave God.” 

The counsellor reassured him that 
SAT-7’s team would be praying for him 
and put Hakim in contact with a local 
pastor who promised to help him find 
work with Christians who will support 
him in his relationship with God. 

“SAT-7 is like a church in every Christian 
home. It became like a church to my family 
and to my children. It satisfies me not only 
with the spiritual food, but with my social 
and cultural needs as well. It is very 
beneficial to all the members of the 
family.”  

An Egyptian man

“I would like to express my great 
admiration for your programmes… you are 
really a source of blessings. I pray with all 
my heart that God may bless you. Please 
pray for God to protect Egypt.” 

An Egyptian teenager

Photo credit - A stall at Sharm el Sheikh market  
(Robin UD, Flickr Creative Commons)
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“I learn and grow in faith because of your 
programmes and your words of 
encouragement. My life has changed. I am 
proud of being part of this work.” 

From an Egyptian woman

“I AM A SINNER AND I AM TRYING TO 
RETURN TO GOD BUT I DON’T KNOW HOW.”

A T L A S  O F  C H A N G E D  L I V E S

EGYPT
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His struggle to please God brought Fouad only striving and  
 hatred for those less dedicated. Then he started to reassess 

everything he had believed in and Jesus broke through. He shared 
his dramatic journey from hate and striving to love and forgiveness 
with SAT-7.

“I am writing with love and respect. I am a member of a prominent Algerian 
tribe and want to tell you how Jesus changed my life after the events of 9/11.

“I was a radical, trying in vain to gain my salvation by deeds. I was 
born into a fundamentalist family and brought up to hate others. I witnessed 
hatred and violence during the 1990s and witnessed how they murdered 
children and the elderly, raped the women and burnt schools … all in the 
name of religion!

“Dear brothers and sisters, God set my heart on fire and made a 
revolution in my mind. I was confused with so many questions! Does God 
order his followers to kill others? 9/11 was the spark that made me decide to 
rebel against the beliefs of my parents.” Fouad is an avid SAT-7 viewer and is 
encouraged by our programmes.

“Despite the torture and persecution I faced, even from my family, 
my heart is full of forgiveness and love – which is what Jesus taught 
me. Hallelujah! Jesus set me free!”

A REVOLUTION OF LOVE
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“ I pray that the Lord blesses SAT-7’s 
wonderful ministry. Please help me to grow 
in knowing the Lord and for faith to be 
stronger in the middle of hardships. God 
bless you.”

A young man from Algeria

“I would like to thank you SAT-7 for being 
the light and in spreading the Good News. 
I also would like to express my admiration 
for the programme “Truth Express”.” 

An Algerian viewer

“I would like to thank all SAT-7 staff – you 
are true Christians and a light to the world 
... thank you for bringing many souls out 
of darkness and into the light, out of 
deception and into the truth. I was one of 
them and I regret all the days I lived apart 
from Christ ... I am a regular viewer and 
learn a lot each day.”

Young man from Algeria

A T L A S  O F  C H A N G E D  L I V E S

ALGERIA
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Living in a country with no authorised indigenous church and  
 where he didn’t meet any Christians until he was in his 20s, 

Tarek’s journey to Christ was difficult and slow. 

 “As a boy I had no idea about Christianity,” Tarek says. “When I was  
a teenager a classmate had a New Testament. He offered to sell it to me. 

Tarek says that when he opened the New Testament and dipped into  
the Gospels of Luke and John, he “felt something”.

People told Tarek that the Bible was corrupted 
but he thought, “Why can’t I read it myself and 
find the mistakes and then I can tell the Christians?”

After seven years of searching the New Testament, Tarek met 
a Christian for the first time, a missionary “who tried to talk to 
me about Christianity”. Fearful, Tarek refused but agreed to 
reflect on Jesus’ promise in Matthew 11:28: “Come to me and I 
will give you rest.”

From all he had been previously taught, Tarek thought God 
could not possibly want him to become a Christian. Yet he knew 
he had reached a decision point. He said, “God, if Christianity is 
the right way, show me and show me how to pray.”

Immediately, Tarek says, “I felt God was close to me.  
I was surprised after that and told God I want to  
follow you.”

Since this time he has led a small house church of Moroccan 
believers and is now supporting Christians from outside his 
homeland through making programmes for SAT-7 ARABIC.  
Tarek is committed to using satellite television to bring the 
Good News of the Gospel to the people of Morocco.

14

“I was not a Christian and I would like to 
thank you very much for the programme 
“Truth Express”. I would like to participate 
on the programme as I learn a lot from the 
questions and answers. My family and I 
came to Christ and we are big fans and 
regular viewers of SAT-7. God bless you.” 

A man from Morocco

“I am from Morocco and I would like to 
know more about Jesus.” 

A male viewer

“I am a big fan and regular viewer of  
your wonderful channel, SAT-7.” 

A teenage boy from Morocco

DECISION POINT
A T L A S  O F  C H A N G E D  L I V E S

MOROCCO
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“Watching SAT-7’s programmes motivated 
me to search for the reality of the Christian 
faith. I already know that some of the 
information I have about Christianity is 
not accurate. I want to dig a bit deeper 
and find the truth for myself. Could you 
link me to some Christian websites that 
would help me in my search?”

A Sudanese man living in Saudi Arabia

“I seized the opportunity of having five 
days off work to read the Bible that I had 
borrowed from a friend. The Word of God 
refreshed my soul, so I photocopied a few 
pages from the Bible to keep with me. I 
found out about SAT-7 just six weeks ago, 
but I was not able to watch it because of 
my roommate. I moved to my own 
apartment just to be able to watch SAT-7’s 
programmes and to worship the Lord. 
Thank you, SAT-7, for giving me a sense of 
not being alone as I press forward toward 
the eternal life.”

A man from Sudan

After two lengthy civil wars, Sudan’s Christian and animist southern states 
 finally parted company with Khartoum’s Arab-Islamist government in  

July 2011. But the consequences for Christian witness in Sudan itself have  
been severe.

A church leader named Peter expresses how very difficult it is to be a Christian in 
Khartoum. He says, “The Islamic call to prayer is heard five times a day—even on our  
TV channels! You cannot escape it.” When he first saw SAT-7 on a friend’s TV he says  
“I couldn’t believe I was seeing Christian 
programmes in my language! I was so happy I fell 
to my knees, raised my arms, and said thank you 
to God.” 

In spite of the pressure, Sudanese believers remain 
faithful to Christ, but they need encouragement. SAT-7 
broadcasts a show specifically to meet the needs of 
Sudanese viewers. Critical Issues brings a biblical 
approach to issues like immigration, marriage, and 
gender inequality that are at the fore of everyone’s 
minds, both Christian and non-Christian.

Critical Issues also reaches out to the many thousands 
of Sudanese migrant workers and refugees living in 
other parts of the region who do not have the support 
of family or fellow Christians. During one episode, 
guest Theresa Naquth offered advice to fellow 
Sudanese women living abroad. “I encourage you to 
pray daily and not forget God, no matter what…God 
will not leave you. He will lift you up. Someday, you 
will testify… at one time you passed through these 
circumstances and how you walked in Christ, and what 
He did in your life. I encourage you, stay strong!” 

SUDANESE CHRISTIANS TAKE 
ON CRITICAL ISSUES

A T L A S  O F  C H A N G E D  L I V E S

SUDAN AND 
SOUTH SUDAN
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Growing up in a secular home in Tunisia, Reem had questions - who 
 created the universe? What did the future hold? She often felt 

discouraged and consumed by these questions. Flipping through the channels 
on her television, the crucifixion scene in The JESUS Film® airing on SAT-7 
caught her attention. 

Looking back, she says, “Thank God I saw those two hours.” God had 
put her there at the exact time she would see this impactful moment 

in the film.
One day, in a photocopy shop, she noticed a framed picture of Jesus 

hanging on the wall. The shopkeeper noticed her staring at the picture 
and told Reem that he was a Tunisian Christian, and he spoke about the 
same things she had heard earlier on SAT-7. As Reem was leaving, the 

shopkeeper encouraged her to visit a church and gave her the Gospel 
of John. He said, “You can try it and see if you like it. If you like what 

you read, come back and see me.” Reem did return to talk with 
him often - sometimes for hours.

Reem made the decision to follow Christ. She says 
“The first time I entered a church, I felt comforted. I 

had never felt this comfort before...When I heard 
the singing and I saw Tunisians worshipping the 
Lord - this was a big thing for me.” Her new life 

in Christ displaced her former fears. Reem now 
lives in Algeria with her husband and is 

helping to grow Algerian churches.
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 “I watch all SAT-7 programmes daily from 
the beginning till the end of the broadcast. 
I decided to write these words, hoping 
each one of them would express all 
meanings of love, admiration, and 
faithfulness. I am sticking to these 
diversified programmes because they  
quiet my soul whenever I watch them.  
I am happy to be a faithful friend of  
SAT-7 channel.”

A man from Tunisia

The Lord is being so much glorified in 
Tunisia and many are coming to him day 
after day. I am reading the Bible daily  
and always thirsty to know more and  
more about God, and I am praying with  
a brother of mine, also I am watching all 
programmes and channels every day.

 A Tunisian believer

I am reading the Bible daily &  
watching SAT-7 every day. The Lord 
touched my heart. Pray for my country,  
my family & me.  

A viewer in Tunisia

“THANK GOD I SAW  
THOSE TWO HOURS.”

A T L A S  O F  C H A N G E D  L I V E S

TUNISIA
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“I want to let you know that SAT-7 is 
doing a great breakthrough here in Libya 
and our group is doing the follow-up with 
those who receive the Word. Keep up the 
good work.”

A man from Libya

“Although I am a non-Christian I am a 
committed viewer of SAT-7 channel. I do 
value your huge efforts in this ministry.  
I feel at peace whenever I watch your 
programmes.”

A man from Libya

17

Libya’s violent revolution during the Arab Spring of 2011 resulted in the 
 deaths of at least 30,000 Libyans and the capture and execution of 

President Muammar Gaddafi. Libya is currently undergoing political 
reconstruction but the process is slow as factions vie for power. Violent  
clashes between opposing militia are common.

A prominent Church leader told SAT-7, “Although there is nominally a government they 
have no power – no police, no army. There are groups of militia who are well turned out 
in uniforms and weapons. It’s a lawless place.”

Although some churches are open they are attended mainly by foreign workers.  
Local Christians are in a very precarious situation. 
Most meet and worship in secret.

As in many other countries of the region,  
SAT-7 is an encouragement and a source of 
biblical teaching for secret believers who watch  
in their homes. A foreign aid worker who visited 
Libya during the civil war said, “... it is clear  
that many Libyans, especially the Christians 
living there, regularly watch SAT-7’s channels 
and are hoping for a future with greater 
religious freedom.”

Despite the continued uncertainty some 
believers are emboldened. A Christian in  
Libya hosted a prayer meeting at his home 
recently. As the singing and praying became 
louder, he suddenly threw open the windows  
and proclaimed, “I’ve been waiting for this for 
years, and now this is the time – I don’t care  
who hears me!”

“I’VE BEEN WAITING FOR THIS FOR 
YEARS, AND NOW THIS IS THE TIME”

A T L A S  O F  C H A N G E D  L I V E S

LIBYA



SAT-7 is a unique network of channels. More than 80% of the programmes airing 
on the network are made by Christians from the Middle East or North Africa. God 
has created and used SAT-7, with its distinctive ethos, to bless millions of His 
people in Arab countries and to draw even more into His family.

Key elements of SAT-7’s ethos:

SAT-7 supports the Christians of the Middle East and North Africa
SAT-7 supports the local disciples of Jesus. In many parts of the Middle East and in 
surrounding areas, the Church is shrinking. SAT-7 employs more than 100 local 
Christians, giving them a powerful platform from which they can support and 
encourage their respective communities. 

SAT-7 is an indigenous Christian ministry
SAT-7 is not a Western enterprise but is owned and operated by a board that must 
always include a majority of Middle Eastern Christians. Board members include 
leaders in the Evangelical Churches of Egypt and Lebanon, Coptic Orthodox 
bishops, Catholic bishops, and leaders of the house church movement in North Africa.

OUR VISION 

TO SEE A GROWING CHURCH IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA, 
CONFIDENT IN CHRISTIAN FAITH AND WITNESS, SERVING THE COMMUNITY  
AND CONTRIBUTING TO THE GOOD OF SOCIETY AND CULTURE.

OUR MISSION 

TO PROVIDE THE CHURCHES AND CHRISTIANS OF THE MIDDLE EAST AND  
NORTH AFRICA WITH AN OPPORTUNITY TO WITNESS TO JESUS CHRIST THROUGH 
INSPIRATIONAL, INFORMATIVE, AND EDUCATIONAL TELEVISION SERVICES. 

“We’re very happy to watch Christian 
songs, sermons, and dubbed movies. It is 
really wonderful to see Arab Christians  
on TV. This definitely strengthens our faith 
and gives us courage. We are praying  
for SAT-7.”

A senior pastor in the  
National Evangelical Church of Kuwait
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“I’ve supported SAT-7 from the very 
beginning because I believe it’s very 
important that we have Christian media. 
SAT-7 can take the message of God’s love 
to places that the church can’t reach in 
any other way.”

Dr. Rev. Salim Sahiouny 
President of the Supreme Council of the 

Evangelical Community in Syria and Lebanon

SERVING THE CHURCH OF THE  
MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA

A T L A S  O F  C H A N G E D  L I V E S

SAT-7 
DISTINCTIVES






